
In a short but thorough response, 
answer the following: 

Do you agree with Eugene V.? 
Why or Why Not?

You must mention and address his 
argument/position in your answer.

Is the United States of America a republic or a democracy? By Eugene Volokh



In your groups, answer the question assigned to you and prepare a 1 page write 
up (using verifiable data/references) and presentation for the class. 

Questions are below:

1. Is there a need to add the term “representative” to democracy in reference to the US form of 
government or is Volokh’s assertion correct? Explain your answer.

2. In the 6th paragraph of the article, Volokh gives four (4) arguments that he claims could be 
made regarding the US government. Provide a thorough, two-sided analysis of the argument 

assigned to you.
3. Volokh states that “’Democracy’ and ‘republic’ aren’t just words that a speaker can arbitrarily 

define to mean something…”. However, in the first paragraph he uses definitions that show 
the two as essentially meaning the same. Is his assertion valid? What are the strengths and 

weaknesses of his argument?
4. In paragraph 6, Volokh says that “some could argue that some aspects of the U.S. 

government should become less direct and filtered through more layers of representation.” 
Provide a general but thorough two-sided argument on “some aspects of the U.S. 

government should become less direct and filtered through more layers of representation.”

Is the United States of America a republic or a democracy? By Eugene Volokh



In the 6th paragraph of the article, Volokh gives four (4) arguments that he claims could be 
made regarding the US government. Provide a thorough, two-sided analysis of the argument 

assigned to you.
“Now one can certainly argue that some aspects of U.S. government should become less 

direct, and filtered through more layers of representation. 

1. One can argue, for instance, that the 17th Amendment should be repealed, and that U.S. 
senators should no longer be elected directly by the people, but should return to being 

elected by state legislators who are elected by the people. 

2. Or one can argue for repealing state- and local-level initiative and referendum schemes. 

3. Or one can argue for making the Electoral College into a deliberative body, in which the 
electors are supposed to discuss the candidates and make various political deals, rather than 

being elected solely to vote for particular candidates. 

4. And of course one can equally argue for making some aspects of U.S. government more 
direct, for instance by shifting to truly direct election of the president, or by institute a federal-

level initiative and referendum.”


