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Legislative Branch – Issue Legislation Activity 

 

In the Executive Branch unit, you, a Member of the US House of Representatives, 

chose an issue and created a response to the demands of action being placed on you 

and your fellow Congressional officials by your constituents. You also created an 

awareness campaign to support your proposed governmental action.  

Now, it is time for you to draft legislation (a bill) that will put your position into action. 

You will present your legislation to your fellow elected officials in order to persuade 

them to vote for your congressional bill with the ultimate goal of your bill making its way 

to the desk of the president for him to sign into law.  

Below are the questions you have been asked as an elected official.  

 Should states allow school systems to arm school personnel in order to prevent 

school shootings and/or to protect students?  

 DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) – Should it be phased out?  

 Should a business be able to deny service to a customer if the request conflicts 

with the owner’s religious beliefs?    

 Should immigrants be required to pass a citizenship test to demonstrate a basic 

understanding of our country’s language, history, and government? 

 Should a photo ID be required to vote? 

 Should the government increase or decrease military spending? 

 Should the U.S. continue to support Israel? 

 

Below are the instructions for the issue legislation activity:  

1. Give your bill a name. Ex. H.R. 1347: The ALERT Act of 2017 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr1347  

2. Use the provided template to create the provisions of your bill. Base the 

provisions on your position from the Executive Branch activity and on research 

performed on the issue. 

3. Prepare a presentation to support the legislation. Can be PPT, charts, etc…to be 

presented to the class. Use data, facts, research, testimonies, etc…in the 

presentation. Remember, the goal is to persuade your congressional colleagues 

to vote YES on your bill. 

4. There will be 2 minute opposing/supporting comments from the class allowed.  

5. A Congressional vote will be held on all bills to see which will pass and go on to 

the Senate and which will be either sent back to committee or simply dropped.  

 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr1347

