
US Government Unit 1 Exam 

Study Guide 

 

He argued in his book that natural law protects basic rights of life, liberty, and property, and if the 

government failed to protect these rights, then the people could change it. Who is it and what was his 

book? 
 

This philosopher believed that natural rights are protected in the social contract by consent of the 

governed was 

 

The concept of  "consent of the governed” or governmental power comes from the peoples' permission 

to be governed is an argument made in what US document?  
 

The English Bill of Rights signed by King William and Queen Mary in 1689 essentially did what to the 

monarchy? 

 

An explanation for our break from Britain which included a list of grievances (complaints) against King 

George’s use of power is a good description of what? 

 

What were the natural rights listed in the Declaration of Independence and those according to John 

Locke?  

 

A lawmaking body with a single house of elected representatives is called what?  What is lawmaking 

body with two houses of elected representatives called?  
 

The fact that individual rights and states’ rights were not protected was a concern of which group prior 

to the ratification of which important US document? 

 

What did adding a Bill of Rights to the Constitution accomplish? 

 

What is the governmental concept of checks and balances?  

 

What were the shortcomings of the Articles of Confederation?  

 

What are the 3 Branches of Government, their purposes, and their powers over the other branches?  

 

What gave Congress the power to regulate foreign and interstate trade? 

 

Be familiar with the primary concepts of the Declaration of Independence, especially in the first two 

paragraphs. 

 

Know the various types of governments and their characteristics and types: unitary, federal (democracy 

– direct, representative), authoritarian (autocracy, oligarchy), confederate 

 

Know the vocabulary words 
 


