
US Government – Unit 2 
 

U.S Government Webquest 

 

Crash Course  - Separation of Powers & Checks & Balances 

 

Define and provide examples of:  

Enumerated powers - 

 

Implied powers - 

 

Concurrent powers - 

 

Reserved powers - 

 

Denied powers - 

 

 

Define the following: 

Civil Liberties - 

 

Bill of Rights - 

 

Equal Protection - 

 

Impeachment - 

 

Initiative - 

 

Referendum - 

 

https://mrsearcysblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/08/us-government-unit-2-webquest1.pdf
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/separation-of-powers-government-crashcourse-1003/separation-of-powers-and-checks-and-balances-crash-course-government-and-politics/#.WZc97Yjyvb0
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Recall - 

 

Supremacy Clause - 

 

Preemption Doctrine - 

 

Federal Law - 

 

State Law - 

 

Political Parties - 

 

Special Interest Groups - 

 

 

In your own words, provide a brief explanation of the first 10 Amendments to the Constitution of the 

US, the rights granted in each, and how each are secured.  

1st Amendment - 

 

2nd Amendment - 

 

3rd Amendment - 

 

4th Amendment - 

 

5th Amendment - 

 

6th Amendment - 

 

https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/founding-documents/bill-of-rights/
https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/founding-documents/bill-of-rights/
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7th Amendment - 

 

8th Amendment - 

 

9th Amendment - 

 

10th Amendment - 

 

Bill of Rights Creative Assignment: Using whatever creative media vehicle you choose (writing – 

poem/op-ed/story, video – 3-5 min, song, drawing/art, political cartoon, dramatic skit or monologue – 

3-5 min, etc…), present ONE (1) of The Bill of Rights. NOTE: SIMPLY RECITING OR WRITING THE 

AMENDMENT ALONE WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Be Creative!   Extra Credit – 25 Points: Present ALL Ten 

(10) of the Bill of Rights. 

 

Read the ThoughtCo article - Federalism: A Government System of Shared Powers, and answer the 

following questions: 

1. How does the article define Federalism? 

 

2. In the United States, what establishes the sharing of powers between the U.S. federal 

government and the individual state governments? 

 

3. What are the powers and limitations of the Commerce Clause? 

 

 

 

4. What US Constitutional Amendment grants powers to the States? 

 

5. What are the exclusive powers granted to the National government? 

 

 

6. What are the exclusive powers granted to State governments? 

 

7. What are the powers shared by the Federal Government and State Governments? 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/federalism-powers-national-and-state-governments-3321841
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WATCH: Crash Course Video – Federalism 

WATCH: Crash Course Video – Congressional Elections 

 

Using the information on the link below, provide a brief analysis and explanation to the differences 

between the Federals & State Governments.  

http://www.diffen.com/difference/Federal_Law_vs_State_Law 

- Provide examples of issues that come under federal law and issues that are determined and 

legalized by state law 

 

- Provide a brief explanation of how conflicting federal and state laws are handled? 

 

- Choose ONE (1) the following issues and provide a brief explanation of how the powers of the 

federal and state governments conflict: Gay Marriage, Marijuana, Sanctuary Cities 

 

 

 

Advanced Assignment: Using the article below, answer the following question: What is the potential 

impact of sanctuary cities on our country and on the local communities (citizens, businesses, etc…) 

within and that are around a sanctuary city? Consider the impact on the provision of services, tax 

implications, crime, employment, property values, education, etc… 

Sanctuary Cities - https://www.thoughtco.com/what-are-sanctuary-cities-4125897 

 

 

Provide a brief but thorough explanation to answer the following questions: 

What is the Supremacy Clause found in Article VI of the Constitution and what is the role of the U.S. 

Constitution as the supreme law of the land? 

 

What is the impeachment and removal process for federal officials as defined by the Constitution? 

 

What is the history and meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance? 

 

 

https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/federalism-states-government-crashcourse-1004/federalism-crash-course-government-and-politics/#.WZc9vIjyvb0
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/elections-congress-senate-house-crashcourse-1006/congressional-elections-crash-course-government-and-politics/#.WZc-LYjyvb0
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Federal_Law_vs_State_Law
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-are-sanctuary-cities-4125897
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-are-sanctuary-cities-4125897
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Creative Project: 

Using whatever creative media vehicle you choose (writing – poem/op-ed/story, video – 3-5 min, song, 

drawing/art, dramatic skit or monologue – 3-5 min, etc…) address the following: Why it is important 

to participate in the political process. Give examples of how citizens voluntarily and responsibly 

participate in the political process, such as voting, performing public service, being knowledgeable about 

public issues, advocating for a particular cause, supporting a political candidate or party, etc… BE 

CREATIVE!! 

 

Assigned iCivics Activities and Games 

www.iCivics.org     to Register: https://www.icivics.org/register  

Class Codes: Block 2 – Taft6430        Block 3 – Ellsworth18714      Block 4 – Waite4650  

 

iCivics Games to Play: 

Win the White House 

Counties Work 

 

  

http://www.icivics.org/
https://www.icivics.org/register
https://www.icivics.org/games/win-white-house
https://www.icivics.org/games/counties-work

