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Articles of Confederation 

In 1777, the ____________________________ drafted the original constitution for the union of the states. 

This constitution was known as the ____________________________. 

In this, states were _____________, the federal government was ____________. 

 

National Government Structure 

Confederation Congress: 

1. _______________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________ 

Committees of Congressmen 

1. _______________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________ 

 

Articles of Confederation 

Federal Congress could: 

a. ___________  ____________. 

b. ____________  ________. 

c. _________  ______________. 

Federal Government - _________________  ______   _______________. 

Federal Congress could NOT: 

d. Establish a  ___________  ______________. 
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e. Regulate _____________  ______________. 

f. Levy ____________. 

There was NO  ________________   ________________ to enforce laws. 

There was NO _________________  _______________  ________________. 

Each state had only _____ vote, regardless of its ______________________. 

________ - ___________ vote was required to pass laws. 

___________________ vote required to amend Articles. 

 

Shay’s Rebellion 

Slowdown in trade caused: ____________ unemployment & ________________ prices paid to farmers. 

Most Americans were ________________, most farmers were in _________. 

In 1786, Western Mass. farmers tried to shut down courts to stop ____________________ hearings. The 

farmers could not pay the ______________  _____________. The farmers were led by 

____________________.  In, 1787 ______________________ led 1,000 farmers to seize weapons from an 

armory & again attempted to shut down the courts. It was known as _______________   ________________.   

 

Drafting a New Constitution  

In ________  ________, 12 of 13 states sent delegates to the Constitutional Convention in 

__________________. _____________  ______________ was only state not represented.  

Mission: Make amendments to the _________________  ____ __________________.  
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Convention held in _____________________  ______________. It was _______! No ____  _______________ 

in 1787. Meetings kept ______________ from _____________ so _____________ could ____________  

____________.  

___________________  ____________________ presided over the Convention. 

 

One of the Key Players: 

James Madison 

 “______________ of the _____________________” 

 Favored a _________________ rather than the British system. 

 Wanted government that was ________________. 

 Wanted ________  ______________ to govern.  

 Important during the ________________ and ________________ of the Constitution 

 

Legislative Question to Answer: How Should Congress Be Designed? 

Virginia Plan vs. New Jersey Plan 

Virginia Plan: 

1. ___________ national government 

2. Proposed by _____________________ 

3. ______ branches of government 

4. _____________________ legislature. Representation based on _______________________. 

5. Called for a _______________ president. 
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New Jersey Plan 

1. _______________ national government 

2. Proposed by ________________  _________________ 

3. ______ branches of government 

4. ______________________ legislature. _______________ representation. ( ___ ______ , ___ ______) 

5. Executive Committee. _____ __________________. 

 

Solution: The Great Compromise 

Created a __________________ (_____ __________) legislature.  

________________________ Branch. 

____________ ____ _________________________. Based on ____________  ____________________.  

__________________. ______ ___________________ from each state.  

 

Executive Question to Answer: Trust the people to elect the President, or not?  

Solution: The _________________  ____________________. 

Popular vote gets to send _____________ to vote at _____________ ______________.  

____________  ___ __________________ # + 2 ________________ = # of ________________ for a state  

Note: _______________  _______________ is chosen by ______________ _________________in each state. 

 

Representation Question to Answer:  

With regards to ______________________ in _______________, should slaves be ________________ as part 

of the ___________________?  
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If slaves were counted as a part of the population, what would have been the implications? 

Why would this Representation question be important? 

Solution:  ____ / ____ Compromise 

_________-_________ ______________ – counted each slave as 3/5 of a ____________ when determining 

______________ for _____________ of __________________ & __________ ____________.  

 

Limited Government: Means the ______________ government does not have too much power. The only 

powers it has are those given by the __________ through laws. In the US, that would be the 

__________________.   

Rule of Law: the principle that all ____________ and ________________ (government) are subject and 

accountable to law that is _____________ applied and enforced; the principle of _______________ by ______. 

Federalism: is a method of _________________ power where power is divided among the national, or central, 

government, and regional governments, such as ______________and cities. 

Popular Sovereignty: the people are _________________ and have all of the ____________ power. The 

government only governs with the _______________ of the people. 

 

SEPARATION OF POWERS WORKSHEET   
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U.S. Constitution 

Powers of national v. state governments:________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How states represented in national government (Congress):_________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Executive Power: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote required to make laws: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Vote required to change (amend) Constitution: ___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tax Power: ________________________________________________________________________________  

Military Powers: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Currency Powers: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Commerce Powers (trade): ___________________________________________________________________ 

Commerce Clause: established that the power to ____________ foreign and interstate (between states) 

commerce would be a ___________________ power. 

Court System: ______________________________________________________________________________  

 

The Struggle Over Ratification 

Ratification required approval of _____ of 13 states. Two groups emerge in the states: 

1. ____________________: Those who _____________________ the Constitution. 

2. _______-_____________________: Those who __________________ the Constitution. 
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The Players: 

1. _______-_______________________: Against the Constitution 

 _______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 

2. _______________________: Favor the Constitution 

 ________________________________ 

 ________________________________ 

 ________________________________ 

 ________________________________ 

 ________________________________ 

 

Anti-Federalists vs Federalists Worksheet (Separate Worksheet) 

 

Why the Federalists Won 

The ________________  ________________ written by ________________ , _________________ , & 

___________________. They were ______ essays written to persuade _______to ratify the Constitution. 

Focused on ____________ of the Articles of Confederation. 

Well organized ________________ group. 

__________________  _____________________ & _______________ _____________________.   

Agreed to add a __________ ____ ______________.  


