
THE ELLIS ISLAND PROJECT 
Web Quest, Video, Journal 

 

SSUSH12 A: Describe Ellis Island, the change in immigrants’ origins to southern 
and eastern Europe and the impact of this change on urban America. 
EQ’s: Why did people come to America during the period from 1880-1930? 
How did this influx of immigrants impact American society? 

  
For the people of the United States, Ellis Island is frequently an experience commonly shared by 
our ancestors. In the period when the world’s immigrants poured into our country searching for 
a better life, this entry center processed and either admitted or rejected hundreds of thousands 
of men, women and children. Today, we are going to explore what Ellis Island was and what it 
meant to the people who came through the Great Hall. 

  

1)   Go to 
http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/ 

 Search for a family member (if 
applicable) 

 Across the top menu click on 
Ellis Island, drop down to 
Peopling Center, click Peopling 
of America. 

 Click Ellis Island then click Ellis 
Timeline. Read through “Ellis 
Island: A Brief History of 
Events. Make notes on 
significant facts, statistics, events, etc…in the history of Ellis Island. 

 Next: click on Family History Center, read through the section. Scroll to and click 
on Search For Ancestors in Our Passenger Archive. Enter two names, you can 
even use a relative, and read about them. 

 Under the Ellis Island menu, go to Ellis Island Gallery and look at the pictures. 
Make a list of some of the groups pictured (who were they, where did they come 
from, what year? 

 

2) Go to http://www.history.com/topics/ellis-island/videos/arrival-at-ellis-island .  
 Watch the video. 
 How many people came through Ellis Island? 
 What was Estelle’s reaction when she saw Lady Liberty?  
 Write down your reaction to the processing experience. 

 
3) Go to http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm 
 

 Take the virtual tour going through the admissions building on Ellis Island. 
Explore this site looking for the same kinds of things you did in the previous 
questions.  

 Take any notes that will help you remember the details of the process. 
 

http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/
http://www.history.com/topics/ellis-island/videos/arrival-at-ellis-island
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm


Writing Assessment: Creative Journal Entry 
 

 Now that you have examined Ellis Island and the experiences of the people who came 
through there, make a journal entry sharing the day you arrived at Ellis Island. Within 
your entry, you need to make references to: 

o Where did you come from?   
o Why did you leave?  
o How did you get here?  
o What was the trip like?  
o Who came with you?  
o What happened to you on Ellis Island?  
o Did you make it in or were you sent 

home?  
o What happened then?  
o Is America how you imagined it would 

be? 

 
 Be creative but also be careful to make real, 

accurate allusions. This Journal should show 
an understanding of why people are willing to 
leave all that they know and move to a totally 
foreign land. The journal entries should also 
reflect what you have learned about the 
immigration process and the “gateway” experience. 

 
 Please turn your journal entry in a folder along with all of the notes, etc. from this web 

quest on Ellis Island. 
  
  

DUE: Friday, March 17th.         
 
Additional web site resource: 
http://www.pbs.org/destinationamerica/index.html 
 

http://www.pbs.org/destinationamerica/index.html

