
  

  

 

Campbell High School 
5265 Ward Street Smyrna, GA 30080 

(678)842-6850 
School Website: http://www.cobbk12.org/CampbellHS/ 

Vision:  Seize the Present to soar into the Future 
Mission: Preparing students to contribute and succeed in a global society  

United States History 
Spring Semester 2017 

 
Instructor: Jeff Searcy  
Room: 1st blk 105, 2nd Blk 101, 3rd Blk 104, Office 2.033 (Middle Office in hallway to the left before the Chorus Room) 
Email: Jeffrey.searcy@cobbk12.org  
Phone: 678-842-6850 ext 513 
Class Website: https://mrsearcysblog.wordpress.com/u-s-history/ 

Textbook:  United States History 
 

The high school United States history course provides students with a comprehensive, intensive study of major events and themes in 
United States history. Beginning with early European colonization, the course examines major events and themes throughout United 
States history. The course concludes with significant developments in the early 21st century. 
 

Unit # Unit Name % of Grade 

1 Colonial Era 
SSUSH1, SSUSH2 

09% 

2 Revolution to Constitution 
SSUSH3, SSUSH4, SSUSH5 

09% 

3 Creating a Nation 
SSUSH6, SSUSH7 

08% 

4 A Divided Nation 
SSUSH8, SSUSH9, SSUSH10 

08% 

Midterm          10% 

5 Expansion and Reform 
SSUSH11, SSUSH12, SSUSH13 

09% 

6 Becoming a World Power 
SSUSH14, SSUSH15 

09% 

7 National Crisis 
SSUSH16, SSUSH17, SSUSH18, SSUSH19 

09% 

8 Recreating a National Political and Social Identity 
SSUSH20, SSUSH21, SSUSH22, SSUSH23, SSUSH24, SSUSH25 

09% 

Milestone 
(EOC) 

 20% 

  

The Milestone EOC for this class will be administered in May 2017.  Please know that 20% of your overall grade in the class is 
based upon this test and therefore you should begin preparing to be in attendance and do your best on the test from day one. 
 

All students and parents have access to grades in Synergy via the internet.  Usernames and passwords will be available to 
parents at Open House or at any other time by visiting the Main Office. 
 

This class is discussion based.  You are expected to read the appropriate chapters/materials/documents ahead of time, and success 
in the classroom will require work at home.  An active and engaged group sifting through material is more environmentally adaptive 
to learning than simply listening.  This class is NOT book based.  Although I expect you to read the material, you will be asked to 
break the habit of busy-book work.  It is essential to master some concepts, and as much of this as possible will be done in class. 
 

This class WILL require your participation!  We will not be taking notes every day, but you will be responsible for keeping up with 
your work! You will also be required to complete reading and some activities outside of class which will allow for more class 
discussion of major concepts. 
 

Classwork, Assignments, Notes, Resources, etc…: Students are expected to complete all assignments and classwork and turn them 
in as required - meaning complete and on time. All assignments and applicable rubrics can be found on the US History page on 
www.mrsearcysblog.wordpress.com.  
 
Class Website & Blog: Any and all information students need can be found on the class site. It can be a student’s best friend. Students 
are required to become familiar with the site as their required tools/websites, assignments and other resources are linked and 
provided on the site. 

https://mrsearcysblog.wordpress.com/u-s-history/
http://www.mrsearcysblog.wordpress.com/


  

  

Missed/Late Assignments: The goal in this class is for ALL students to do well and move on into the next series of Social Studies 
courses. In order to do that, students must take ownership of their work and complete all assignments in a timely manner and turn in 
assignments on the given due dates. The reality is that assignments are not always turned in on time. Students will be allowed to turn 
in late/missing assignments by completing a MAAP form (can be found on the Resources Page at 
www.mrsearcysblog.wordpress.com). Late/Missing assignments WILL NOT be accepted without an approved MAAP form.  
 
Assessments: There will be a variety of assessments within each unit culminating in a major assessment in each unit.  These unit 
assessments will consist of multiple choice questions, short answer questions, and at least one essay question per unit assessment.  It 
is an expectation of this class that students will be able to present their knowledge of the content in multiple ways and will be able to 
synthesize the content presented each unit.  Study guides as well as various review activities and projects will be utilized during the 
semester to prepare students for exams. 
 
Absences: Students are expected to turn in all work completed and on time.  Students who have excused absences will have the same 
number of days missed to make up work.  Unexcused late work will not count 100% and percentage taken off will vary by assignment. 
It is YOUR responsibility to obtain any missed assignments. Students must make up a missed unit test within 5 school days. Absences 
from class prior to a scheduled exam DO NOT excuse you from taking the test on the day it is given. 
 
Tutoring: Tutoring is available every Wednesday morning from 7:15-8:00 and afternoons by appointment in my office - Room 2.033. 
Tutoring can also be scheduled at another time. Please get with me and we will get it scheduled. 
 
Class Environment: My classrooms and classes are active, challenging, positive, thought provoking, and sometimes a bit wild, but 
with a focus on effectiveness and productivity. Effectiveness trumps efficiency every time. Bottom line: I treat my students with 
respect and as though they are adults. I expect them to act as such and extend the same to me and to their classmates. 
 
Cell Phone Policy: Cell phones are allowed in class as we will use cell phone technology periodically for assignments and class 
discussions. However, they ARE NOT permitted to be used during lecture, group work, or other classroom activities unless 
specifically directed. I utilize a “Cell Phone Lamp” style of policy. When the lamp is on, cell phones can be accessed. When it is off, they 
are off. If cell phone use by a student becomes a consistent distraction or issue (after 2 warnings), that student will NOT be allowed 
to have a cell phone in class and, if the issue persists, a referral will be issued.     
 
Class Rules: There are FIVE primary rules in my class.  ONE: Be ON TIME.  TWO: Be PRESENT. Being present is 50% of any 
endeavor. The other 50% is ATTITUDE & EFFORT. Rule THREE: A POSITIVE ATTITUDE & 100% EFFORT are required in my class 
and preferably in everything you do. A bad attitude contaminates the entire class and is a barrier to success and learning.  
Additionally, the amount of EFFORT put forth in this class is directly proportional to the level of SUCCESS achieved in this class.  
There are no concepts or assignments that cannot be grasped/mastered or completed if given the proper amount of effort.  Grades 
are NOT given, they ARE earned. Ultimately, the grade you earn in this class is based on the amount of effort you put into it. FOUR, 
distractions, like cell phones, excessive talking & disruptive behavior can be game killers and barriers to success. Control them or I 
will. And, FIVE: RESPECT THE PERSPECTIVE. Throughout this class we will discuss many topics which can be controversial in 
nature.  While you may not always agree with the opinions and/or perspectives expressed by others in the class, there is likely a 
perspective that you have not considered and one that will assist you in becoming a more effective thinker. ATTENTION:  AT NO 
TIME will disrespectful communication, action, or attitudes be tolerated…Period.  
 

“Do what you’re supposed to do, and you’ll get to do what you want to do.” 
 

CHEATING in any format will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for the assignment.  Attempts to cheat may result in 
referral to administration as a violation of the student handbook. 

 
Final Note: 
It is my hope that you will find this course to be challenging to you not only academically but also your intellectual courage. My goal is 
to equip you with the tools you need to be a critical and effective thinker. This course has been designed to challenge you as the 
student to consider preconceived notions and what we know or think we know about United States History and other topical issues.  
The reality is that not everything that has happened during our country’s existence has been positive. Likewise, not everything that 
has happened has been negative. Positives should not be exaggerated or misrepresented and negatives should not be exploited, 
denied, misrepresented or re-written. Reality is reality and truth is truth. We will use my 3 P’s of Information approach as well as 
primary documents and resources written/produced as close to the time period as possible. Debate will be fostered in the classroom 
and all opinions will be respected.  Upon the completion of this class you will: be a better debater, be equipped to view /consider 
any/all information via the 3 P’s, have a better understanding of US History, the “why’s” associated with it, and not only how it 
impacts your life, but how you can make a historical impact moving forward.  I look forward to a great semester!   - Mr Searcy 

http://www.mrsearcysblog.wordpress.com/


  

  

 
 
CAMPBELL HIGH SCHOOL   Spring 2017 
SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
TEACHER:   Jeff Searcy 
COURSE:   United States History 
 
Parents & Students, please read through and check (√) the boxes to the left indicating agreement:  
 
 I have read and understand the class syllabus. 
 I understand the Milestone EOC will be given May 2017 and students MUST be present for both test days. 
 I have read and understand the cheating policy and the grading policy. 
 I have read and understand the Cell Phone Policy. 
 I have read and understand the Class Website & Blog Policy. 
 Prefiero ser contactado en Español. 
 Please provide a translator if you wish to contact me.  Language: ___________ 
 I have access to the Internet and will access the Synergy student & parent features to check on my student’s 

progress.  I understand that teachers will make every effort to post grades promptly upon receipt of student work.  
 
 

(Print) Student Name 
 

Student Signature  
       

(Print) Parent Name 
 

Parent Signature 
 
(Cell)        (Work) 

Parent telephone numbers 
 

 (Parent e-mail—optional but encouraged) 
 

 (Student e-mail—REQUIRED) 
 
 
 
Movie Permission Form: 
I, __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________- (printed parent name) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________- (printed student name) 
 
Having read and understood the contents of the syllabus, do agree to abide by the rules set forth within. I also do accept that 
my child may be exposed to films/television programming that may have a rating of PG-13 and DO OR DO NOT (please circle 
one) give consent to allow my child to participate in the viewing of these items. Children will be given an alternative 
assignment if needed (this is not a punishment). Films/TV programs include but are not limited to Patriot, 9/11 (CBS 
Program) and Flight 93.  
 

 I DO or DO NOT (please circle one) give consent for the viewing of PG-13 Films.  
 
Parent Signature _______________________________________________________________________________________ Date ______________________ 
 
Student Signature ______________________________________________________________________________________ Date _____________________ 
 
RETURN THIS FORM WITH BOTH SIGNATURES BY Friday January 13, 2017. 
 


