
World History – Unit 4 Study Guide   NAME_______________________________ 

 

1.  Who was Mali’s first great leader?  

  

2.  How did Islam spread through Africa?  

  

3.  What language helped unite Southern Africa?  

  

4.  How did the empire of Ghana gain wealth and power?  

  

5.  How was Africa affected by the Atlantic slave trade?  

 

6.  Why was Europe looking for a new trade route to Asia?  

  

7.  Mayan cities served as the center for religious _____ and _____?  

 

8.  What did the Aztecs sacrifice to please their gods?  

  

9.  The Incan system of government was similar to which modern day form of government/economy?  

  

10.  The global transfer of plants, animals, and diseases that occurred during the European colonization of the  

  Americas is known as _____________________________________.  

  

Matching: Match the following with the correct explorer. 

11. The Americas were named after this man when he revealed that Christopher Columbus had actually 

discovered a “New World” and not a new route to the West Indies. 

 

12. Even though this man died during the voyage, his crew is credited with being the first to sail around the 

world. 

 

13. This man explored modern day New Zealand and Australia, which eventually was used as a penal colony 

for the British. 

 

14. This explorers voyages were viewed as a waste of resources by the Chinese which eventually led them 

into a period of isolation. 

 

15. This man explored modern-day Canada and founded the city of Quebec which was part of “New France.” 

 

16. This man is credited with finding Portugal a direct sea route to India. 

 

17. In 1492, this man and his crew boarded three ships and sailed west in search of new route to the West 

Indies. 

 

18. This Spanish Conquistador is credited with conquering the mighty Aztec nation. 

 

A. James Cook  B. Vasco da Gama  C. Ferdinand Magellan     D. Christopher Columbus  E. Zheng He 

A. Hernando Cortes    B. Amerigo Vespucci    C. Samuel de Champlain  

 

 



19.  What civilization believed that their ruler was a descendant of the sun god? 

 

20.  __________ is the permanent movement of people from one place to another. 

 

21.  ______________ migrated south from modern day Nigeria throughout the southern half of Africa. 

 

22.  Ghana rulers convert to what religion at the end of the 11th century? 

 

23.  What Mali leader became Muslim and expanded the empire to twice it’s size.  Also traveled to Mecca and 

built mosques for his people.   

 

24.  This early American civilization was located in Central Mexico in the Valley of Mexico.  It also had shallow 

lakes, many resources, and fertile soil. 

 

25.  This early American civilization was polytheistic, worshiped a small number of key nature spirits, virgins 

were used to assist priests in religious ceremony, and sacrifice of llamas and offerings to priests & gods. 

 
  

A.  Mali B. Ghana C. Bantu Migration D. Nile River E. Aksum 
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