
SSUSH15: The student will analyze the 

origins and impact of U.S. involvement in 

World War I.



a. Describe the movement from U.S. neutrality to 

engagement in World War I, with reference to 

unrestricted submarine warfare.

• In 1914 war breaks out among European nations. 
• President Woodrow Wilson declares that the U.S. 

would remain neutral and
stay out of foreign wars.

“We must be impartial in
thought as well as in
action.”



American Neutrality

• Although the President declared the U.S. to be neutral, 

many in the U.S. supported the Allies (Britain and 

France).

• Wilson's cabinet, and many businesses supported going 

to war on the side of the Allies.   



American Neutrality
• To stop the Allies from receiving supplies from 

foreign countries, Germany announced that it would 

use U-boats to attack vessels, in British waters. This 

unrestricted submarine warfare drew protests from the 

U.S. 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/map-shows-full-extent-devastation-wrought-uboats-world-war-i-180955191/?no-ist
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/map-shows-full-extent-devastation-wrought-uboats-world-war-i-180955191/?no-ist


American Neutrality
• In 1915, a German U-boat sank the British passenger liner

Lusitania, killing almost 1,200 passengers including 120 
Americans.

• In 1916, the French ship Sussex, was torpedoed by a 
German U-boat causing several American injuries.

• Germany and the U.S. signed the Sussex Pledge in which 
Germany promised not to sink anymore merchant ships 
without warning: This kept the U.S. out of the war, and 
helped Wilson win reelection in 1916.



America goes to War

• In 1917, Germany tried to enlist the help of Mexico in 
fighting the U.S.: the Zimmerman Note convinced many 
Americans that they needed go to war against

Germany.

• In early 1917, Germany resumed 

it’s unrestricted submarine 

warfare and sank six U.S. ships.

• Wilson declared war on Germany 

in 1917, joining the Allies.



http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-history/videos/the-us-in-world-war-i
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-history/videos/the-us-in-world-war-i


World War I: A New Kind of War

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=c41c384d-b396-4054-81dd-6e1ceaa65d3b


Technology Changes War

Poison Gas – Some gasses caused blindness or 
severe blisters, others caused death by choking.



Technology Changes War

Machine Gun – killed waves of attackers & 
worked automatically; fired 600 bullets/min.



Technology Changes War

Tank – could cross any type of terrain.



Technology Changes War

Airplanes – Were used for dropping bombs.



Technology Changes War

Submarines – Also called U-boats, used torpedoes 

underwater or machine guns on deck to sink ships.



Conditions of Life as a Soldier

Trench Warfare
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No Man’s Land
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Trench Foot

An infection of the feet 
caused by cold, wet and 
unsanitary conditions. 

In the trenches men stood 
for hours on end in 

waterlogged trenches 
without being able to 

remove wet socks or boots. 

The feet would gradually go 
numb and the skin would 

turn red or blue.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y59wErqg4Xg&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=31
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y59wErqg4Xg&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=31


b. Explain the domestic impact of World War I, as 

reflected by the origins of the Great Migration, the 

Espionage Act, and socialist Eugene Debs.



Great Migration

• Northern factories needed workers during the war for two 

main reasons:

-Many white workers joined the war effort or 

were drafted.

-Nearly all immigration from Europe stopped.

To replace these workers, thousands of African Americans 

left the South and moved into Northern cities looking for 

factory jobs. This movement became known as the Great 

Migration.





Espionage Act

• Passed in 1917 the Espionage Act:

-established penalties and prison time for aiding the 

enemy.

-penalized disloyalty, or interference with the war effort. 

The Espionage Act was expanded in 1918 to make it 

illegal for any public opposition to the war.

The Supreme Court also limited American’s freedom of 

speech (Schenck v. U.S.)



Schenck v. U.S.
When America entered World War I in 1917, Congress passed a law called the 

Espionage Act. The law said that during wartime obstructing the draft and trying to 

make soldiers disloyal or disobedient were crimes. Almost 2,000 people were 

accused of violating this law and were put on trial.

Charles Schenck was against the war. He mailed thousands of pamphlets to men 

who had been drafted into the armed forces. These pamphlets said that the 

government had no right to send American citizens to other countries to kill people.

The government accused Schenck of violating the Espionage Act. It said that 

Schenck's pamphlets were intended to weaken the loyalty of soldiers and to obstruct 

military recruiting. Schenck answered by saying that the Espionage Act was 

unconstitutional.

Justice Holmes admitted that "in many places and in ordinary times" Schenck would 

have had a right to say everything that he said in his pamphlets. However, he said 

that how far a person's freedom of speech extends depends on the circumstances. 

"The most stringent protection of free speech," he said, "would not protect a man in 

falsely shouting fire in a theatre and causing a panic." Justice Holmes compared that 

circumstance to living in a nation at war. "When a nation is at war," he said, "many 

things that might be said in time of peace are such a hindrance to its effort that their 

utterance will not be endured so long as men fight and that no Court could regard 

them as protected by any constitutional right."



Eugene Debs

• Leader of the American 

Railway Union

• Socialist leader who ran for 

president in 1912

• Socialist believe that the 

government should own 

industries (railroads, utilities)



c. Explain Wilson’s Fourteen Points and the proposed 

League of Nations.

• The Allies won the war in 1918 and began settling for 

peace.

• The “Big Four” (leaders from the U.S., Britain, France, 

and Italy) lead the meetings.

Which country is missing

from the meeting? Why

is this important?



Wilson’s Fourteen Points

Wilson presented his plan for peace, called the Fourteen Points to 
Congress.

-In the first 5 points he wanted all countries to have

• free trade

• freedom of the seas

• disarmament 

• open diplomacy

• adjustments of colonial claims

These five points were what Wilson felt caused 

World War I. 



Wilson’s Fourteen Points

• The final point called for the creation of the League of Nations, an 

organization which would help settle disagreements between 

member countries. 

• Many countries viewed the Fourteen Points as being too lenient on 

Germany





The Treaty of Versailles

• The Treaty was signed by Germany in 1919, and punished 
Germany for “starting” the war.

• Germany would have to:

-dismantle their army and navy

-pay war reparations of $33 billion (which

they did not have) 

-The Treaty left Germany in shambles 

Most of Wilson’s Fourteen Points were dismissed by the other 
leaders, with the exception of the Fourteen Point. 



League of Nations

• Wilson’s League of Nations was voted down by the 

U.S. Congress in 1920.

• Many Congressmen worried that it made the U.S. too 

involved in European affairs.



d. Describe passage of the Eighteenth Amendment, establishing 

Prohibition, and the Nineteenth Amendment, establishing woman 

suffrage.

• The 18th Amendment took effect in 1920 banning the 
manufacturing, sale, and transportation of alcohol 

Supporters of prohibition

thought that it would

reduce unemployment,

domestic violence, and poverty.

Which groups of people do

you think supported prohibition?



18th Amendment

Section 1: After one year from the ratification of this article 

the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating 

liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the 

exportation thereof from the United States and all territory 

subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is 

hereby prohibited.

Why do you think the 18 Amendment 

was so difficult to enforce? 

The Amendment was extremely 

difficult to enforce so that by 

1933, the 21st Amendment was 

passed repealing the 18th

Amendment.



http://www.history.com/topics/prohibition/videos/america-goes-dry-with-prohibition
http://www.history.com/topics/prohibition/videos/america-goes-dry-with-prohibition




Nineteenth Amendment (1920)

Women’s Suffrage: The Right to Vote

Women’s suffrage movement groups originally tied their 

cause to that of African-American suffrage. 



Nineteenth Amendment

-In 1890 the National American 

Women’s Association was 

formed. Carrie Chapman Catt 

became the leader.

-Individual states began giving 

women the right to  vote, gaining 

support for a Constitutional 

Amendment.

-The Nineteenth Amendment was 

ratified in1920.  


