
The Louisiana Purchase (1803)

Lewis & Clark were sent by 
Jefferson to map & explore this new 
territory; Their findings revealed an 
abundance of natural resources for 

America



The War of 1812
■ Unfortunately, the war between England & 

France continued to cause problems for 
Americans:

– England & France continued to violate 
American free trade

– The British navy continued to 
“impress” American merchants

– Americans suspected the British of 
helping Native American enemies

– Americans wanted to drive the British out 
of North America and conquer Canada

“Free Trade & Sailors' Rights” was a 
popular battle cry



Patriotism surged as War Hawks claimed the  
War of 1812 the “Second American Revolution”

Madison
eventually gave 

in & asked 
Congress for a 
declaration of 

war in June 1812 



The 
War of 1812 
(1812—1814)

■ The U.S. was 
not ready to 
fight when the 
war began

–Had a weak 
navy & poorly 
trained army

–The war went 
badly at first  
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…and laid siege to 
Baltimore where 

Francis Scott Key 
wrote the “Star 

Spangled Banner”

The British 
attacked & burned 

Washington, 
DC…
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The 
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■ In 1814, Britain 
& U.S. signed 
the Treaty of 
Ghent ending 
the war

■ Before news 
arrived, the 
Americans won 
the Battle of 
New Orleans 

The Americans 
were led by 

Andrew Jackson 
who became a 
national hero

The victory at 
New Orleans led 
many Americans 
to feel as though 
they won the war



1. Encouraged American nationalism

2. Ended the Federalist Party

3. Weakened Native American resistance

4. U.S. acquired Florida (Adams-Onis Treaty)  

Effects of the War of 1812



Treaty of Ghent

■Treaty of Ghent ended the war, but 
it did not address trade rights or 
other causes of the war 

■Effects of the War of 1812:

–Americans were united in a sense 
of nationalism, believing that they 
had beaten the British

–America entered an “Era of Good 
Feelings” with a popular president 
& booming national economy



The Era of Good Feelings

■ After the War of 1812, America 

experienced an “Era of Good 

Feelings” from 1815 to 1825:

–Nationalism—the interests of 

the USA should be placed 

ahead of regional interests



The American System

■In 1816, Congressman Henry 

Clay proposed the American 

System to unify the economies 

of the North, South, & West



Nationalist Foreign Policy

Foreign Policy: Expanding U.S. 

borders & increasing America’s role 

in world affairs

–Monroe did not want Europeans re-
colonizing in Latin America  

–Monroe Doctrine (1823) warned 
European nations that the USA 
would protect the Western 
Hemisphere & that the U.S. would 
not interfere in Europe



Monroe 

Doctrine 

Reading 

& 

questions



Monroe Doctrine Reading & 

questions
■ Answer the following questions on the back of 

the reading in complete sentences: 

■1. How did the Monroe Doctrine 

change U.S. foreign policy?

■2. Why was the Monroe Doctrine 

important?

■3. How was the Monroe Doctrine 

an example of Nationalism?



Transportation 
by 1840: 

Rivers, Roads, 
Canals, & 
Railroads

A nat’l system of roads & canals

New York grew into 
the largest city and a 

center of trade because 
of the Canal

Erie Canal 
connected the Great 

Lakes to the 
Atlantic Ocean

National Road were often toll roads, 
which travelers paid a fee to use



America: Story of Us

■http://www.history.com/topics/us-

states/new-york/videos/building-

the-erie-

canal?m=5189719baf036&s=All&f

=1&free=false

■https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=gIIM1mHfJ0U

http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-york/videos/building-the-erie-canal?m=5189719baf036&s=All&f=1&free=false
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIIM1mHfJ0U


The Market Revolution

■From 1800 to 1840, the U.S. 

developed a “national” economy:

–New technologies allowed the 

North (industry), South (cotton), 

& West (commercial farming) to 

develop specialized economies

–Improved transportation reduced 

travel time & cost to ship goods 

which helped connect the country



The National Economy: The South 

Southern Economy:
In 1793, Eli Whitney 

invented the cotton gin 
making cotton easy to refine 

& very profitable 

http://www.eliwhitney.org/7/sites/default/files/

minisites/cotton/patent.html

http://www.eliwhitney.org/7/sites/default/files/minisites/cotton/patent.html


The National Economy: The North 

Northern Technology:
By 1840, Eli Whitney’s 

interchangeable parts & 
other textile technology 

led to an Industrial 
Revolution in the North 



Eli Whitney’s Other Major Invention:

Interchangeable Parts



Spinning  
Mule

Power LoomSewing Machine



Textile Production Before the Industrial 

Revolution



The Lowell 
Mill in 

Massachuset
ts was the 

most famous 
textile mill

Lowell 
managers 

hired young, 
single girls to 
work & live 
at the factory 



The National Economy: The North 

Northern Economy:
By 1840, Northern factories 

mass produced textiles, farm 
equipment, other finished 

goods

Northern Population: 
The growth of  factories in 

the North led to an 
increase in cities 
(urbanization)



American Population Centers in 1820American Population Centers in 1860



American Population Centers in 1820American Population Centers in 1860



The National Economy: The South 

Southern Economy:
By 1820, cotton became 
the dominant cash crop 

of the Deep South 

Slavery Population:
The spread of cotton 
increased slavery & 

plantation 
agriculture in the 

South 



The Cotton Gin 



The Rise of “King Cotton”
■ Southern cotton was so important to 

the antebellum economy that it was 

known as “King Cotton”

–The South provided 75% of 

world’s cotton

–Southern cotton stimulated the 

growth of Northern textile 

industry, shipping, & marketing









Slave Population, 1820Slave Population, 1860



Slave Population, 1820Slave Population, 1860



Slaves picking cotton on a 
Mississippi plantation 



Southern White Class Structure



The National Economy: The West 

Western Technology:
Cyrus McCormick’s 

reaper & John Deere’s 
steel plow allowed western 

farmers to grow enough 
food to sell



Cyrus McCormick & 
the Mechanical Reaper

John Deere & 
the Steel Plow



The National Economy: The West 

Western Economy:
The West became a network 

of cash-crop farms producing 
wheat, corn, hogs, & cattle



Commercial Farming in the West



The Problem: Low Church 

Attendance 

■By 1800, church membership in 
was low & falling; Just 1 out of 15 
people in America was a member 
of a church

■Poverty, crime, & immorality 
seemed to be increasing at an 
alarming rate



…[There are many people] who know 
that they ought to be religious, but 
they are afraid if they become 
[faithful] they shall be laughed at by 
their companions. Many are wedded 
to idols, others are procrastinating 
repentance. Such persons never will 
give up their false shame…until they 
are so excited that they cannot 
contain themselves any longer.

—Evangelist Charles Finney 



The Solution: Second Great 

Awakening 

■ In the early 1800s, evangelists like 
Charles Finney led religious revivals
called the Second Great Awakening:

–Highly emotional “camp meetings” 
with thousands in attendance 

–Preachers talked about forgiveness 
of sin & acting morally

–By 1850, 1 in 6 Americans was a 
member of a church 





The Problem: Alcohol Abuse

■ By 1800, alcohol abuse was seen as a 
serious problem in America:

–Whiskey was cheap to make & buy

–By 1820, the typical adult American 
drank more than 7 gallons of alcohol 
per year (Today, its 2.6 gallons)

–Alcohol was linked to crime, debt, 
domestic abuse, & unproductive 
employees 





The Solution: Temperance 

■One of the first reforms movements 
was temperance—to get people to 
stop drinking:

–Women played an important role 
in the temperance movement 

–Reformers convinced people to 
make a “pledge” to not drink

–From 1820 to 1830, drinking fell 
from 7 gallons per person per 
year to 3 gallons on average 





The Problem: Slavery 
■ From 1810 to 1830, “King Cotton” led 

to a huge growth in the slave 
population

■ By the 1830s, Northerners began to 
view slavery was immoral:

–All Northern states abolished slavery

–Slavery led to physical & sexual 
abuse & the splitting of slave families

–Slave rebellions & escaping to 
freedom through the Underground 
Railroad became more common





The Solution: Abolition

■ In the 1830s, abolitionism (desire to 
emancipate all slaves) grew radical:

–William Lloyd Garrison created The 
Liberator newspaper & demanded 
the immediate end to slavery 
without payment to slave masters

–Frederick Douglass was a runaway 
slave who was a popular critic of 
slavery in his North Star newspaper

■ Abolition divided the North & South 







The Problem: Women Have Few 

Rights

■ By 1800, women’s rights were limited 
by the Cult of Domesticity:

–Women were expected to oversee 
the family & home while their 
husbands worked to provide money

–Married women had no property 
rights & could not file for divorce 

–Women could not vote, run for 
political office, or sue in court



1. Women were unable to vote

2. Single women could own her 
own property

3. Married women had no control 
over her property or her children

4. Women could not initiate divorce

5. Women could not sign a contract 
or sue in court without her 
husband’s permission



The Solution: Seneca Falls Convention

■ Women’s activism in other reforms 
led them to demand women’s rights:

–In 1848, Elizabeth Cady Stanton
helped organize the Seneca Falls 
Convention & proclaimed that 
“all men & women are created 
equal” (in the Declaration of 
Sentiments)

–They demanded the right to vote

–Women did not gain this right until 
the 19th Amendment in 1920  



“Men and women were 
CREATED EQUAL; they are both 
moral and accountable beings, 
and whatever is right for a man 
to do, is right for a woman to 
do. What then can woman do 

for the slave, when she herself is 
under the feet of man and 

shamed into silence.”

—Sarah & Angelina Grimké, 1840



The Problem: Lack of Education

■By 1800, the U.S. did not have a 
true education system for children:

–Massachusetts & Vermont were 
the only states with compulsory
(mandatory) attendance laws

–In most state schools, classrooms 
were not divided by grade or age

–Few children attended school past 
the age of 10 years old



“The elementary schools throughout 
the state are irresponsible institutions, 
established by individuals, from mere 

motives of private [profit], who are 
sometimes [lacking] character…and 
abilities. Ignorance, inattention, and 
even immorality, prevail to a [sad] 

extent among their teachers.”

—Working Man's Advocate, 1830



The Solution: Education Reform 

■ In the 1830s, education reformers 

demanded that states create public 

schools for children using tax money

■ Horace Mann helped create teacher-

training & curriculum programs

■ By 1850, every state had publically-

funded schools (but schools in the 

South & far West were not very good)





Reviewing Key Themes



Class Discussion:
What did America change from 1800 to 1830? 



The Growth of Democracy

■Before 1800, less than 50% of 

white men could vote

■By 1840, 90% of “common” white 

men to vote (“universal white 

male suffrage”)



1. George 
Washington

2. John Adams

3. Thomas 
Jefferson

4. James 
Madison

5. James 
Monroe

6. John Q. 
Adams

7. Andrew 
Jackson

■ In 1828, Andrew Jackson 
was elected president:  

– The 1st “common man” 
candidate (Old Hickory)

– He rewarded loyal 
supporters with gov’t 
jobs (spoils system)

– Often did what he said 
the “people” wanted. 
Called Jacksonian 
Democracy





Key Events of Jackson’s Presidency

■Jackson’s 8 years as president 
were defined by 2 controversies:

–In 1830, Jackson signed the 
Indian Removal Act to remove 
remaining Indians from the East



Indian Removal
■Jackson faced a problem with 

Indians in the American South:

–Gold was discovered in north 
Georgia in 1828 in lands 
controlled by the Cherokee who 
refused to move from GA

–Jackson asked Congress for  
the Indian Removal Act of 1830 
to relocate Indians across the 
Mississippi River 





Key Events of Jackson’s Presidency

■Jackson’s 8 years as president 
were defined by 2 controversies:

–In 1830, Jackson signed the 
Indian Removal Act to remove 
remaining Indians from the East

■Congress needed to re-approve 

the 2nd Bank of the US in 1836



2nd Bank of the US
■As a result, state chartered ‘pet 

banks’ were able to expand 

credit, flood the country with 

paper currency and promoted 

speculation/bad investments in 

western lands and transportation 

projects. 

■All of the above contributed to the 

financial panic in 1837




