
World History 
Mr. Searcy  Due: 9/26 

 
Discussion Questions 
1. According to this documentary, during what time period did Europe fall into the Dark Ages? 

When did it emerge from this difficult period? 

 

2. One of the commentators in this documentary refers to Rome as the “mother of the world.” 

What do you think this phrase means? What were the consequences of the fall of Rome for the 

rest of Europe? 

 

3. During the Dark Ages, most of Europe experienced what one historian calls an “undeniable 

downshift in society’s progress.” What were some examples of reversal of progress during the 

Dark Ages that you learned about from watching this program? 

 

4. Why was Clovis an important historical figure during the Dark Ages? What was the 

significance of his conversion to Christianity? 

 

5. Describe the Byzantine Emperor Justinian and the Empress Theodora. What was significant 

about their rule? Why do you think they were ultimately unable to hold on to power in 

Constantinople? 

 

6. What were the consequences of the Plague throughout Europe? How do you think it changed 

the daily lives of those who survived the scourge, both in the short term and in the long term? 

 

7. Why do you think the work of monks is mentioned in this documentary? Why were their 

studies unique during the Dark Ages? What do you think were the challenges of their lifestyle 

during this era? 

 

8. Why do you think Charlemagne is considered one of the “most illuminating figures of the 

Dark Ages”? What were his major contributions to European history? 

 

9. What role did militarized knights and Vikings play during the Dark Ages? Why do you think 

there was so much violence and chaos during this time period? 

 

10. How, when, and why did the first Crusade transpire? How long did the Crusades last? 

 

11. How did Europe finally emerge from the Dark Ages? What are some of the reasons this 

documentary gives for the decline of the Dark Ages and the onset of the Middle Ages? 


