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Articles of Confederation 

In 1777, the ____________________________ drafted the original constitution for the union of the states. 

This constitution was known as the ____________________________. 

In this, states were _____________, the federal government was ____________. 

Governmental Power: ___________________________________________________________ 

States representation in the national gov’t (Congress):__________________________________ 

Executive Power: _________________________________ 

Vote required to make laws: _________________________ 

Vote required to change (amend) government: _______________________________________ 

Tax Power: _________________________________________  

Military Powers: __________________________________________ 

Currency Powers: __________________________________________ 

Commerce Powers (trade): ___________________________________________ 

Court System: _______________________________________________________  

National Government Structure 

Confederation Congress: 

1. _______________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________ 

Committees of Congressmen 

1. _______________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________ 
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Strengths of the Articles of Confederation 

Land Ordinance of 1785  

1. _______________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________________ 

Northwest Ordinance of 1787 

1. ________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation 

Federal Congress could NOT: 

 Establish a _________________  ____________________.  

 Regulate ___________________    ____________________.  

 Raise ______________ needed funds to pay for ___________  ___________.  

No ________________   ________________ to enforce laws 

No ________________  ________________  ______________. 

Each state had only _____ vote. 
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Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation (cont) 

________ - ___________ vote required to pass laws. 

___________________ vote required to amend Articles. 

 

Shay’s Rebellion 

Slowdown in trade caused: ____________ unemployment & ________________ prices paid to farmers. 

Most Americans were ________________, most farmers were in _________. 

In 1786, Western Mass. farmers tried to shut down courts to stop ____________________ hearings. The 

farmers could not pay the ______________  _____________. The farmers were led by 

____________________.  In, 1787 ______________________ led 1,000 farmers to seize weapons from an 

armory & again attempted to shut down the courts. It was known as _______________   ________________.   

 

Drafting a New Constitution  

In ________  ________, 12 of 13 states sent delegates to the Constitutional Convention in 

__________________. _____________  ______________ was only state not represented.  

Mission: Make amendments to the _________________  ____ __________________.  

Convention held in _____________________  ______________. It was _______! Remember, there was no 

____  _______________ in 1787. Meetings kept ______________ from _____________ so _____________ 

could ____________  ____________.  

___________________  ____________________ presided over the Convention. 
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Key Players: 

Alexander Hamilton 

 ______________________ 

 Disliked ________________. Preferred ______________ model.  

 Important during the ________________ and _______________ of the Constitution 

 Would later become first ________________  ___  _____ _____________________.  

James Madison 

 “______________ of the _____________________” 

 Favored a _________________ rather than the British system. 

 Wanted government that was ________________. 

 Wanted ________  ______________ to govern.  

 Important during the ________________ and ________________ of the Constitution 

 

Legislative Question to Answer: How Should Congress Be Designed? 

Virginia Plan vs. New Jersey Plan 

Virginia Plan: 

1. ___________ national government 

2. Proposed by _____________________ 

3. ______ branches of government 

4. _____________________ legislature. Representation based on _______________________. 

5. Called for a _______________ president. 
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New Jersey Plan 

1. _______________ national government 

2. Proposed by ________________  _________________ 

3. ______ branches of government 

4. ______________________ legislature. _______________ representation. ( ___ ______ , ___ ______) 

5. Executive Committee. _____ __________________. 

 

Solution: The Compromise 

Created a __________________ legislature. ________________________ Branch. 

1. ____________ ____ _________________________. Based on ____________  ____________________.  

2. __________________. ______ ___________________ from each state.  

 

Executive Question to Answer: Trust the people to elect the President, or not?  

The Sides:     Madison - _______   /   Hamilton  ______ 

 

Solution: The _________________  ____________________. 

Popular vote gets to send _____________ to vote at _____________ ______________.  

____________  ___ __________________ # + 2 ________________ = # of ________________ for a state  

Note: _______________  _______________ is chosen by ______________ _________________in each state. 
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Slavery Questions to Answer:  

Should Slavery Continue? Should Slaves Be Counted As Part Of The Population?  

Solution:  ____ / ____ Compromise 

1. ______________ of Slavery –  

• ______________ forbade Congress from blocking the importation of slaves for ____ yrs 

2. _________-_________ ______________ – counted each slave as 3/5 of a ____________ when 

determining ______________ for _____________ of __________________ & __________ 

____________.  

3. Constitution committed all states to ____________  _____________  ___________to their 

owners  

 

Separation of Powers Worksheet (Separate Worksheet) 
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U.S. Constitution 

Powers of national v. state governments:________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How states represented in national government (Congress):_________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Executive Power: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote required to make laws: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Vote required to change (amend) Constitution: ___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tax Power: ________________________________________________________________________________  

Military Powers: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Currency Powers: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Commerce Powers (trade): ___________________________________________________________________ 

Court System: ______________________________________________________________________________  

 

The Struggle Over Ratification 

Ratification required approval of _____ of 13 states. Two groups emerge in the states: 

1. ____________________: Those who _____________________ the Constitution. 

2. _______-_____________________: Those who __________________ the Constitution. 
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The Players: 

1. __________________________: Support the Constitution 

 _______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 

 _______________________________ 

2. _______-____________________: Oppose the Constitution 

 ________________________________ 

 ________________________________ 

 ________________________________ 

 ________________________________ 

 

Anti-Federalists vs Federalists Worksheet (Separate Worksheet) 
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Why the Federalists Won 

1. The ________________  ________________ written by ________________ , _________________ , & 

___________________. They were ______ essays written to persuade _______to ratify the 

Constitution. 

2. Focused on ____________ of the Articles of Confederation. 

3. Well organized ________________ group. 

4. __________________  _____________________ & _______________ _____________________.   

5. Agreed to add a __________ ____ ______________.  

 

The Bill of Rights  

The Bill of Rights are the first ______ ____________________ to the Constitution. They are a ______________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

1st Amendment: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2nd Amendment: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3rd Amendment: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4th Amendment: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5th Amendment: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6th Amendment: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7th Amendment: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8th Amendment: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9th Amendment: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10th Amendment: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Constitution Endures 

Became supreme law of land in _______. Survived _____+ years with only _____ amendments. __________ 

and ___________, but _____________, worded. _______________: allows for __________________, but 

_______________process. ____/____ of _________ ____________ ____ _____________must approve an 

amendment. Becomes a law when ____/____ of states ratify. 

 

George Washington as President 

_________ President of the United States. He and Congress had to create an _____________  ________  

____________________. Many of his early decisions have _______________ the course of America’s history: 

• Washington and Congress created a _____________ ____________ with the ______________ 

______________ as its head through the _________________ _________ ____ _______. 

• He built an ______________ branch to help him make policies and carry out the laws. Washington 

created _____ executive departments  -  

• The _________________ ___ ___________ to deal with foreign affairs,  

• The _________________ ___ ___________ to handle military matters,  

• The _________________ ___ ___________ to handle financial matters.   

These departments became known as the _______________.  
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Results of Washington’s Cabinet 

Divisions sprang up between ______________ ________________ and _______________ _______________. 

The split in his cabinet led to the formation of ________________ ______________ in America. The key issue 

at the center of the argument were the _____________/___________ of the ______________ 

________________ in relation to state governments. Those that wanted a strong federal government called 

themselves ____________________ (______________, _________________, ________________) and those 

that favored strong state governments called themselves  __________________ (______________, 

_________________, ________________).  

Non-Intervention in Europe 

Another problem during Washington’s presidency carried over into the next presidency of John Adams and had 

to do with international affairs. The ________________ had come to the aid of the colonists in the 

____________________ _______. The French and the United States had signed the _______________ ____ 

_________________in 1778. When war broke out between ____________ & _________ __________, the 

_____________ wanted the help of the Americans.  ________________ under Jefferson supported this idea. 

The _________________ under Washington/Hamilton/Adams were opposed. Washington issued a 

________________ ____ _________________ saying that America would not get involved. _______________ 

resigned from Washington’s Cabinet.  
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The Whiskey Rebellion 

Congress had passed an import tax on goods produced in Europe. This tax meant to encourage 

________________ ________________ and brought in a lot of revenue. Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury 

wanted more revenue and encouraged an __________ ____ – ______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________– on the manufacture of 

________________. _______________ distilled from _________was the major source of ____________                                                                                      

for frontier _______________. The __________________ _______________________farmers rebelled in                                                                  

__________. This became known as the ________________________ ____________________. 

____________________ sent in 15,000 militiamen to put down the rebellion. This was an important show of 

force for _______ _________________ ___________________ to prove it could _____________ ______ 

______. The _________________ _____________________was a milestone in the ______________________ 

____ __________________ _____ _________________________ ____________________. 

 

John Adam’s Presidency 

In the election of ________, ________ ________________, a _________________ and ________________                                         

_________________, a _________________-________________ ran against each other. ______________ 

won, but due to election procedures at the time, ___________________ became his Vice President even 

though he was of a different _______________ ______________. ________________ states mostly supported 

_____________, __________________ states supported ____________________. Adams faced the continuing 

pressure from the ________________ war. The _______________ government was angry the Americans had 
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signed ___________ _____________ (____________ ____ ______________ ___________________  & 

_______________________) with _____________ _______________, which they saw as favoring 

______________ over them. The ________________ began to seize American ships bound for 

_____________. ______________ sent a three man delegation to ______________ to work this out. When 

they arrived, the _____________ diplomats who were to meet with them demanded a __________________ 

____________ to see the Foreign Minister Talleyrand. This event became known as the _____ __________ and 

it provoked a strong wave of anti-_____________ feeling in America. 

Adams ________ popularity and his _____ _____ __-____________ amid the anti ________________ feelings                                

throughout the states. ________________ believed that _____________ spies were everywhere,                      

plotting to overthrow the American government and convinced Adams to pass the ____________ and 

_______________ _________. These laws made a longer waiting period for __________________ to become 

________________, from ___ to _____ years. They also said the President could ____________ or ________ 

an alien considered _________________. __________ and _________ terms were imposed on people who 

__________ ________ ______________ the government. These acts proved to be the _______________ of 

Adams.  

 

 

 


