
1960’s Movements:

1-Civil Rights Movement

2-Modern Women’s 

Movement

3-Anti-War

4-Environmental Movement

5-Conservative Movement

6- Worker’s Movement



a. Compare and contrast the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 

(SNCC) and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 

tactics; include sit-ins, freedom rides, and changing composition. 

b. Describe the National Organization of Women and the origins and goals 

of the modern women’s movement.

c. Analyze the anti-Vietnam War movement. 

d. Analyze Cesar Chavez and the United Farm Workers’ movement. 

e. Explain the importance of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring and the 

resulting developments; include Earth Day, the creation of the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the modern environmental 

movement. 

f. Describe the rise of the conservative movement as seen in the 

presidential candidacy of Barry Goldwater (1964) and the election of 

Richard M. Nixon (1968). 



 SCLC: Civil Rights organization 

formed after Montgomery Bus 

Boycotts, and led by MLK.

 Focused on improving education

and gaining positions in government 

for African 

Americans

 Led public protests and 

demonstrations

 MLK based his ideas on the teaching 

of Jesus, Gandhi, Henry David Thoreau, 

& A. Philip Randolph.



Many college students participated in Sit-

ins

Sit-ins: non-violent protests in which 

blacks sat in segregated places until they 

were served or arrested.

SNCC was an organization founded by 

students in Raleigh, North Carolina



CORE: an organization founded in 1942 
for non-violent social change

Freedom Rides: Blacks and white CORE 
members rode from Washington D.C. to 
Jackson, MS in order to desegregate bus 
stops

Riders were attacked, beaten, and 
arrested. 

Civil Rights Movement gained national 
attention 
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Despite SNCC’s and CORE’s involvement 

with non violent protests (i.e. sit ins, 

freedom rides), these organizations 

became more radical than SCLC

SNCC and CORE supported “Black 

Power”

“Black Power:” an idea that African 

Americans should take pride in their 

heritage AND use violence when 

necessary to gain Civil Rights 





By the early 1960s many women had grown 

unhappy with staying/working in the home

Those women who did work began to realize 

the lack of equality in pay and opportunities 

in the workplace

The combination of resentment and 

discrimination led to the rise of the feminist 

movement 



 NOW was organized in 
1966 by Betty Friedan
with the goals of:
-Improving educational 
opportunities for 
women
-gaining equal pay
-end discriminatory 
practices in the 
workplace
-getting an Equal 
Rights Amendment 
passed which would 
include all these items



 The first major anti-war movement began in 1962 

with the formation of the Students for a Democratic 

Society (SDS)

-made up of college students and professors

-held “sit-ins” and “teach-ins” and held a major 

protest  rally in Washington in 1965  



The anti-war movement turned violent on 

campus in 1970 when National Guard 

troops opened fire on student protesters at 

Kent State (OH), killing four and wounding 

nine after students set fire to the ROTC 

building



Protesters also focused on what they felt was 

an unfair draft system, believing it favored 

the wealthy 

-college students could defer service until 

after they graduated 

-In 1969 the U.S. began using the lottery 

system for the draft



Protesters also felt it was unfair that many of 
those fighting in Vietnam and being drafted 
were not old enough to vote

 In 1971 the 26th Amendment was passed 
granting voting rights to citizens 18 and 
older 

(The voting age had been left 
up to individual states: the standard  
age to vote was 21)
 Ironically, in the 1972 election, 

the turnout of young voters was 
only 55%.  By the year 1988, it had
declined to 36%



The period saw the evolution from non-

violent movements, protests, and ideologies 

to violent movements, protests, and 

ideologies.

 The basis used for the Civil Rights 

Movements, primarily MLK’s ideology, is 

completely contrary to the approach of the  

neo-equality and neo-racial movements of 

the era and today.  



 Latinos also protest to gain civil rights in the 
1960s.

 Their leader was César Chávez, a Mexican-
American, from California.

 Chávez believed in nonviolent methods to 
achieve his goals.

 He started a nationwide boycott of California 
grapes, forcing growers to negotiate a contract 
with the United Farm Workers in 1970.

 This contract gave workers higher wages and 
other benefits .
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Silent Spring, a 1962 book about pesticides by 
Rachel Carson, exposed dangers to the 
environment.

This book led to the water quality act of 1965
The first Earth Day was celebrated in 1970, this 

raised awareness of environmental issues.
1970, Pres. Nixon created the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) to set limits on 
pollution.
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 In 1964, the Republicans nominated Sen. 

Barry Goldwater for president.

He believed that the federal government 

should not try to fix social and economic 

problems such as:
• poverty

• discrimination

• lack of opportunity

He did not win.
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Richard Nixon

The conservative movement continued 
with the candidacy and election of 
Republican Richard Nixon in 1968.

Nixon wanted to replace President 
Johnson’s Great Society programs with 
what Nixon called New federalism.

This initiative would take away some 
federal government powers, such welfare 
and give them to the state and local 
government.
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