
SSUSH9
THE STUDENT WILL IDENTIFY KEY EVENTS, ISSUES, AND 
INDIVIDUALS RELATING TO THE CAUSES, COURSE, AND 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE CIVIL WAR 



9.a- Explain the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the 

failure of popular sovereignty, Dred Scott 

case, and John Brown’s Raid

 Following the Compromise of 1850, political tensions between 

the North and South were temporarily eased. The respite would 

be short lived, however, as events of the 1850s would push the 

two sections of the nation to civil war in the first half of the 1860s.

 The primary issue, once again, revolved around the expansion 

of slavery. Increasingly, Southerners saw any limits on the 

expansion of slavery into the territories as an attack on the 

institution of slavery itself, and by extension, the Southern “way 

of life.” By the same token, Northerners increasingly viewed 

slavery as a stain of immorality on the national fabric that 
needed to be controlled, and increasingly for many, eradicated 
entirely.



9.a- Explain the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the 

failure of popular sovereignty, Dred Scott 

case, and John Brown’s Raid

 One very important event that 

historians often attribute as a 

milestone on the road to war is the 

publication of Harriet Beecher 

Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, in 1852. 

Stowe captured the sentiments of 
many Northerners with her portrayal 

of the abuse and immorality of 

slavery.  It was a best seller 

throughout the North, and nearly 

universally reviled and banned 

throughout the South- indicative of 

the profound division of the nation.

 The following years would only 

heighten the tension, as that division 
rapidly tore the nation in two.   



Kansas-Nebraska Act

 In 1854, Senator Stephen Douglas, of Illinois, maneuvered a bill 

through Congress that organized the Nebraska territory, the 

present states of Kansas and Nebraska. Douglas wanted to 

organize the territory so that he could spearhead the effort to 

secure a northern route for the transcontinental railroad. 

 In order to gain support from the South, Douglas agreed to 

rescind the Missouri Compromise and allow popular sovereignty 

to settle the matter. Reason followed that Kansas, on the border 

of slave state, Missouri, would likely become a slave state, and 

Nebraska, bordering free Iowa, would become a free state. 

 Although this arrangement outraged northerners, Douglas was 

able to push the bill through. The result was a disaster. In 1855 and 

1856, “Bleeding” Kansas endured a territorial civil war as pro and 
anti slavery factions literally battled for control of the territorial 

government. Popular sovereignty failed miserably, and the 

question of Kansas’ statehood was postponed indefinitely. 







Caning of Charles Sumner

 Another event of 

1856 signified the 

depths of the 

division. When 

Massachusetts 

Senator Charles 
Sumner insulted a 

fellow senator from 

South Carolina, a 

relative of the 

southerner 

responded by 

viciously beating 
Sumner with his 

cane.  



Dred Scott
 In 1857 the question of the expansion of 

slavery was blown wide open by an 
unprecedented decision of the Supreme 
Court. 

 Dred Scott was a slave owned by a 
Missouri man, who for a time, took Scott 
to live and work in Illinois. Aided by 
abolitionists, Scott sued for his freedom 
on the assertion that his residency in a 
free state made him free. The case went 
all the way to the Supreme Court.

 Writing for the majority, Chief Justice 
Roger B. Taney dismissed the case on the 
grounds that slaves were not citizens and 
could not sue. Taney also offered the 
Court’s opinion on slavery in the 
territories, finding any limit on it 
unconstitutional- thus rendering the 
Missouri Compromise unconstitutional. 

 Instead of solving the issue, the case itself 
became part of the controversy, only 
adding fuel to fire that would soon tear 
North and South apart.



John Brown

 In the final months of the 1850s, an 
event occurred that prefaced the 
turbulence to come. 

 John Brown was a fierce abolitionist 
who believed slavery had to be 
ended by any means necessary-
including violent rebellion. He 
formed a plan to attack the federal 
armory at Harper’s Ferry, VA, seize its 
store of weapons, and arm the 
slaves to revolt. 

 On October 16, 1859 Brown and 18 
others seized the arsenal, but soon 
faced a force of U.S. Marines who 
quickly defeated and captured 
Brown’s group. Later, they were all 
tried and hanged.





9.b- Describe President Lincoln’s effort to preserve the 

Union as seen in his second inaugural address, and the 

Gettysburg speech and in his use of emergency powers, 

such as his decision to suspend habeas corpus

 The events of the 1850s had solidified northern opinion against the 
expansion of slavery and what was perceived as the continual 
domination of national politics by the southern interests.

 A new political party, with “free soil” (read- do not allow slavery 
to expand) as a central plank in its platform, emerged in the 
north in the mid-1850s. By 1860, the Republican Party had gained 
enough votes to elect a President without Southern support. 

 The election of the Republican candidate, Abraham Lincoln, in 
1860, was the last straw for many southerners. South Carolina led 
the way, seceding on February 1, 1861, and were soon followed 
by six other Deep South states: Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Texas, and Florida.

 The seceding states declared themselves a new nation- The 
Confederate States of America. 



9.b- Describe President Lincoln’s effort to preserve the 

Union as seen in his second inaugural address, and the 

Gettysburg speech and in his use of emergency powers, 

such as his decision to suspend habeas corpus

 From the beginning Lincoln made clear his intention to preserve 
the union at all costs. Shortly after the war began at Ft. Sumter, 
several Upper South states-Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, 
and Arkansas -joined the original seven of the CSA. To insure that 
Maryland remained with the Union, Lincoln took the extraordinary 
measure to impose martial law. A similar scenario played out in 
the other “border” states of Kentucky, Missouri and Delaware. 

 From this point, Lincoln also suspended writs of habeas corpus-
which allowed the government to indefinitely detain secessionists 
and agitators in the border states and elsewhere.

 Throughout the war, Lincoln would continue to promote the 
preservation of the union as his primary goal- but as seen in two 
famous speeches- The Gettysburg Address, and his second 
inaugural address- Lincoln, and the nation’s , view of the purpose 
of the war had begun to shift, from simply preserving the union, to 
a fight for freedom. 



Abraham Lincoln
16th President of the United States, serving 

from March 1861 until his assassination in 

April 1865 during his second term as 
president.

Born: February 12, 1809, Hodgenville, KY

Height: 6' 4"

Assassinated: April 15, 1865, Washington, 

D.C.

Party: National Union Party

Quotes: 

“Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if 

you want to test a man's character, give 

him power.”

“Always bear in mind that your own 

resolution to succeed is more important 

than any other.”

“Whatever you are, be a good one.”





http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/civil-war
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/civil-war


9.c- Describe the roles of Ulysses Grant, 

Robert E. Lee, “Stonewall” Jackson, William T. 

Sherman, and Jefferson Davis 

 The outcome of the Civil War was determined largely by the 
actions and decisions of military leaders on both sides. 

 The South had few advantages going into the war, but one was a 
military heritage (seven of eight military colleges were southern) 
that produced an officer corps to match or exceed the Union’s at 
the outset of war. Robert E. Lee, Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, and 
many other Confederate generals were exemplary of the strong 
military leadership in the South.

 Some of the Union’s early defeats and near-misses in the Eastern 
theater were blamed on ineptness of its command, and Lincoln 
shook up the Union armies mid-way through the war when he 
named Ulysses S. Grant as commander of the entire Union armies. 
Grant, along with fellow Union General William T. Sherman 
represented a new phase of the Union effort that sought to end the 
war as quickly as possible, by inflicting as much damage as 
possible.  



Ulysses S. Grant
 Prior to the Civil War, Ulysses S. Grant 

was a mediocre student at West Point, 

a failed businessman, and had attained 

a lackluster record as an army officer. 

After the war began, however, Grant 

quickly rose to prominence for his 

aggressive tactics and firm command. 

 Grant was assigned to lead Union 

armies in an effort to secure the 

Tennessee River, resulting in the Battle of 

Shiloh, a bloody encounter that gained 

Grant a reputation as a “butcher” for 

his unrelenting style of warfare. Some 

called for Grant’s resignation and 

Lincoln reportedly replied, “I can’t spare 

this man. He fights.” 



Ulysses S. Grant

 Grant also led the Union armies of 
the western theatre in the 
campaign to subdue Vicksburg, MS-
the last Confederate stronghold on 
the Mississippi River.

 Based on his success, Lincoln gave 
Grant command of the entire Union 
force in 1864, with a rank of 
Lieutenant General- the first since 
George Washington. 

 Grant led the Union to a successful 
conclusion in Virginia, receiving the 
surrender of the Confederates at 
Appomattox, VA in April 1865.

 After the war, Grant was elected 
President in 1868, and again in 1872.



Robert E. Lee
 Like Grant, Robert E. Lee was a 

West Point graduate. But unlike 

Grant, Lee seemed destined 

for greatness from the start, 

excelling academically, and 

impressing his commanders in a 

quick rise through the ranks. 

 When the war began, Lee was 

offered command of Union 

forces, but declined after his 

native Virginia seceded to join 

the Confederacy. He then led 

the Army of Northern Virginia-
the primary Confederate force 

in the eastern theatre. 



Robert E. Lee
 Lee gained a reputation as 

a brilliant tactician, and 
bested the Union forces in 
several early battles. Even 
after his army began losing, 
he seemed to defy total 
defeat with careful retreats 
and counter-attacks.

 With his army- and the 
whole of the South- in 
shambles, Lee finally 
surrendered to Grant in 
April 1865.

 After the war Lee became 
president of Washington 
College, until his death in 
1870.  



Stonewall Jackson

 Thomas J. Jackson, also a West Pointer, was a 
Confederate cavalry commander, serving 
under Lee in the Army of Northern Virginia. 

 His bravery in the first major battle of the Civil 
War, Bull Run (aka Manassas), earned him his 
nickname, because he stood with his 
regiment like a “stone wall,” reversing a 
Confederate retreat and rallying the army.

 Jackson later led his cavalry in a number of 
successful campaigns, some of which are still 
studied by tacticians as examples of 
battlefield command and military genius.

 Jackson was accidentally shot by fellow 
Confederates, and died a week later. His 
death left the Confederate forces without 
one of its most effective commanders, and as 
a revered hero across the South, had a 
decidedly negative effect on morale.   



William Tecumseh Sherman

 William T. Sherman served under 

Grant in the western theatre, taking 

that command in 1864 when Grant 

was promoted to overall 

commander of the Union armies. 

 Sherman led his army through the 

Battle of Atlanta, on his “march to 

the sea.” Sherman drew criticism for 

his scorched earth approach to war, 

as he totally destroyed and burned 

everything in his path on his march 

to the Atlantic. He spared Savannah, 

presenting the city to President 

Lincoln as a Christmas gift in 1864. 

Sherman then led his army through 

South Carolina, burning dozens more 

towns including the capital in 

Columbia.



William Tecumseh Sherman

 After the war, 

Sherman served as 

Commanding 

General of the Army 

from 1869-1883, 
overseeing the next 

phase of conflict for 

the United States 

Army, subduing the 

Native Americans of 

the plains.



Jefferson Davis

 Prior to the Civil War, Jefferson Davis 
was a West Point graduate who 
served with distinction in the Mexican 
War, later serving as Secretary of War 
under Franklin Pierce. On the eve of 
war Davis was serving as a Senator 
from Mississippi. 

 After secession, Davis was elected 
President of the CSA, and remained 
so for the duration of the war. Much 
of his efforts as President focused on 
attempting to gain recognition of the 
independence of the Confederacy.  

 Some historians blame Davis for 
prolonging the war unnecessarily, 
long after he knew the South could 
not possibly win. Whatever the case, 
he was displaced as the primary 
Southern hero after the war by Robert 
E. Lee.     



https://youtu.be/JN1VX_g8JZM
https://youtu.be/JN1VX_g8JZM


9.d- Explain the importance of Ft. Sumter, 

Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, and the 

Battle of Atlanta

 In the course of the fighting between Union and Confederate 
forces, several battles can be recognized as key turning points.

 Ft. Sumter, SC became the flashpoint for the armed phase of the 
conflict between North and South.

 Antietam, MD was the single bloodiest day in the history of all 
United States wars. It signaled to both sides that the conflict was 
going to be a protracted and devastating affair.

 Vicksburg, MS was the last Confederate stronghold on the 
Mississippi River, and its capture allowed the Union total control of 
the Mississippi, cutting off the western regions of the Confederacy

 Gettysburg, PA, also an incredibly bloody battle, marks the 
beginning of the end for Lee’s Confederate army, who remained 
in retreat afterward, until his eventual surrender. 

 The Battle of Atlanta (more properly the Atlanta Campaign) also 
proved to be a major victory for the North. The capture of a 
major Deep South rail center was a disaster for the Confederacy 
and is often recognized as a prime factor in the reelection of 
Abraham Lincoln in 1864. 







Ft. Sumter (April 12-14, 1861)

 The first shots of the Civil War erupted April 12, 1861 at Ft. 

Sumter, SC, near Charleston.

 Ft. Sumter was among a handful of federal installations 

remaining in Confederate territory. When Lincoln announced 

he intended to re-supply Ft. Sumter, Jefferson Davis 

preempted by attacking the Federals and overtaking the 

fort. 

 A 33-hour artillery bombardment destroyed the fort and led 

to the Federals’ surrender, with only minor injuries and no 

dead. 

http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/us-inches-closer-to-war
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Battle of Antietam (Sept 17, 1862)

 Late in the summer of 1862, Lee led his Confederate armies into 

union territory, crossing Virginia into Maryland. The 

Confederates believed that a victory on Union soil would 

convince the North to negotiate an end to the war, or perhaps 

gain diplomatic recognition of the CSA from the British.

 On September 17, 1862, Union and Confederate forces 
clashed at Antietam, leaving over 23,000  dead or wounded-

the single bloodiest day in American history. 

 The Union army forced Lee into a retreat back to Virginia, 

ending hopes of a quick end to the war, and of diplomatic 

recognition by the British.

http://www.history.com/topics/aztecs/videos/the-battle-of-antietam
http://www.history.com/topics/aztecs/videos/the-battle-of-antietam


Battle of Vicksburg (May 18 – July 4, 1863)

 Union naval forces had captured New Orleans in 1862, leaving 

Vicksburg, MS as the last Confederate stronghold on the river. 

 Vicksburg’s geography, situated on a high bluff in a large bend 

in the river, made it difficult to overtake, and the campaign 

resulted in a months long siege, with Grant cutting off all supplies 

to the city. The starving Confederates surrendered on July 4, 
1863.  

http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/the-union-siege-of-vicksburg
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/the-union-siege-of-vicksburg


Gettysburg (July 1-3, 1863)

 In the summer of 1863, Lee once again led his armies into Union 

territory, drawing the Union army into a battle near Gettysburg, 

PA. Bloodiest battle ever on American soil. Over 53,000 American 

Soldiers were killed in battle. 

 Over several days’ battle, both sides sustained tremendous 

casualties. Lee was again forced to retreat, losing an estimated 

28,000 soldiers, a third of his force.

 Gettysburg was the decisive turning point toward the Union 

victory. Lee was forced into defensive strategy for the remainder 

of the fighting, and any hope of British recognition was lost.

http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/the-battle-of-gettysburg
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/the-battle-of-gettysburg


The Gettysburg Address

http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/gilder-lehrman-gettysburg-address
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/gilder-lehrman-gettysburg-address


The Gettysburg Address



Atlanta Campaign (May-Sept 1864)

 Following the Union victory at the Battle of Chattanooga in late 1863, 

Sherman led his armies toward Atlanta, fighting a series of bloody, but 

indecisive engagements from May to September, 1864, known 

collectively as the Atlanta Campaign.

 In late July fighting had reached the outskirts of Atlanta, and Sherman 

eventually forced the Confederate forces to abandon the city on     

September 1. Confederate General John Bell Hood ordered the 

burning of all war materiel, causing a conflagration that engulfed a 

third of the city.

 The capture of Atlanta was devastating to the Confederates, while a 

great boost in morale to the Union. It is often considered an important 

factor in reelection of Abraham Lincoln in 1864.

http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/pivotal-moments-of-the-civil-war-capture-of-atlanta
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/pivotal-moments-of-the-civil-war-capture-of-atlanta




Surrender at Appomattox

http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history/videos/surrender-at-appomattox-courthouse
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9.e- Describe the significance of the 

Emancipation Proclamation

 On January 1, 1863, President Lincoln issued the 

Emancipation Proclamation, which ended slavery in 

the states claiming secession. 

 Emboldened by the victory at Antietam, Lincoln 

sought to broaden the scope of the war from simple 

preservation, to one of liberation, while also striking a 

psychological blow to the South.

 Lincoln’s proclamation did not free the slaves in the 

border states. It would take the 13th amendment to 

accomplish the true end of slavery in the United 

States. 



Emancipation Proclamation

http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/abraham-lincoln/videos/gilder-lehrman-the-emancipation-proclamation
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9.f- Explain the importance of the growing         

economic disparity between the North and the South 

through an examination of population, functioning 

railroads and industrial output

 From the beginning of the war, The North had several 

advantages that virtually assured their eventual victory.

 Among these advantages, population and industrial 

capacity stand out as the most glaring disparities.

 The North’s population was roughly 22 million, with the 

South at 9 million, a third of which were slaves.

 Almost all of the nation’s industry was in the north, 

including the vast majority of railroads. 








