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The student will analyze 
important consequences 

of American industrial 
growth



12.a- Describe Ellis Island, the change in immigrant’s origins to 

southern and eastern Europe and the impact of this change on urban 
America

• Ellis Island was the immigrant intake facility near New York where a huge 
number of immigrants entered the US from the 1880s-1910s.

• Immigration of this period was characterized by a major shift in the origins 
of immigrants. Relative to earlier periods of immigration, the source of the 
immigrants shifted from northern and western Europe primarily, to 
eastern and southern Europe. The German and Irish immigrants of the 
mid-1800s were largely supplanted by Italians, Russians, Poles, Czechs, 
Greeks, and others. Also of note, many of the immigrants were from 
religious minorities, including a large number of Catholics and Jews.

• The impact on urban America was tremendous. Most immigrants of this 
era tended to stay in eastern urban centers and caused the populations of 
those cities to swell. Many were poor and uneducated, and provided the 
prime labor source for the rapidly expanding manufacturing and unskilled 
labor markets.

• Most groups also established ethnic enclaves, areas of cities that were 
dominated by particular ethnicities- consider, “Little Italy” in NYC.      
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12.b- Identify the American Federation of Labor and Samuel 

Gompers

• The labor/union movement had been active in the US dating to the 1860s, 
but the AFL was one of the first labor unions to achieve long term stability 
and success. Founded in 1886 and led by the cigar chomping Samuel 
Gompers, the AFL was able to survive and thrive for several reasons. Chief 
among these was the concept of a “union of unions” that represented 
skilled trades, rather than attempting to organize workers in specific entire 
industries as a whole. 

• Another major reason for the success of the AFL was their complete 
rejection of socialist/Marxist/Communist/ radical ideology. 

• Under Gompers’ leadership the AFL focused on improving wages and 
working conditions for workers in skilled trade, but rejected any notion or 
ideology of radical social re-ordering or redistribution of wealth. In other 
words, the goals of Gompers and the AFL were much more economic than 
social.

• The AFL was instrumental in improving working conditions for American 
workers- introducing some ideas that became considered norms for 
workers everywhere- for example- an 8 hour workday, overtime pay, paid 
vacations, and workers’ compensation programs.  
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12.c- Describe the growth of the western population and its 

impact on Native Americans with reference to Sitting Bull and 
Wounded Knee

• As railroads continued to link the West with the rest of the nation, Native American populations came 
under increasing pressure. On the plains, the wholesale massacre of the Buffalo herds forced many groups 
to abandon their nomadic way of life. A series of treaties in the 1860s and 1870s divested most western 
Indians of their traditional hunting ranges, and forced them onto government administered reservations. 

• Dawes Severalty Act of 1887: the United States broke up Native American reservations and gave Native 
American families homesteads to farm. Homesteaders were required to live on their land for twenty-five 
years, land held in trust by US Government, and were required to give up their Native American traditions. 
At the end of the twenty-five years, the Native Americans would own the land and would become U.S. 
citizens. If the Indians did not succeed at farming, the land was turned back over the government and 
would be sold. As a result of the Act, Indian landholdings went from 138 million acres in 1887 to 78 million 
acres in 1900.

• By the mid 1900’s, the U.S. Government began recognizing Indian tribes as self-governing nations and 
“domestic dependent nations” or “Sovereign within a Sovereignty”, i.e., between a government and a 
government. U.S. Government treats Indian tribes as self-governing nations. This “government-to-
government” principle, which is grounded in the United States Constitution, has helped to shape the long 
history of relations between the federal government and these tribal nations. Because the Constitution 
vested the Legislative Branch with plenary power over Indian Affairs, states have no authority over tribal 
governments unless expressly authorized by Congress. While federally recognized tribes generally are not 
subordinate to states, they can have a government-to-government relationship with these other 
sovereigns, as well. 



12.c- Describe the growth of the western population and its 

impact on Native Americans with reference to Sitting Bull and 
Wounded Knee

• Often the promises of the treaties were neglected or unenforced by the government, leading 
some groups to resist. A case in point was the Lakota Sioux. A 1868 treaty had promised them 
control of the Black Hills area- a region sacred to their culture- but discovery of gold in the Black 
Hills in 1876 led to a flood of white settlement, which the government refused to halt. In 
response, some Lakota bands joined forces with the similarly dispossessed Cheyenne  Indians to 
resist white encroachment and the US army.

• Sitting Bull was the leader of one of these Lakota bands, and according to legend, his vision 
helped to inspire the attack on George Custer’s 7th Cavalry at the Battle of Little Big Horn. 
“Custer’s Last Stand” became the most famous and notorious event of the “Indian Wars” of this 
era. Sitting Bull lived in exile in Canada for several years, but later was pardoned, returned to the 
Lakota reservation, and became one of the most famous Indians in America. He was one of the 
biggest attractions with Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West show.  



12.c- Describe the growth of the western population and its 

impact on Native Americans with reference to Sitting Bull and 
Wounded Knee

• In 1890, Sitting Bull was killed by Lakota reservation police officers. The officers were attempting to 
arrest Sitting Bull, on orders from the federal agents responsible for administering the Lakota Indian 
reservations. 

• Their fear was that Sitting Bull, who was still revered as a powerful leader among his people, was 
going to endorse and encourage a new religious movement called the Ghost Dance. The Ghost Dance 
originated with an Indian shaman (holy man) who began promoting the ceremonial dance as a way to 
awaken the ancestors of the Indians, and drive the white men from their lands. As the Ghost Dance 
movement began to spread among the tribes of the northern plains, Indian agents grew increasingly 
worried and took decisive action to suppress the movement. The attempted arrest and slaying of 
Sitting Bull was one casualty, but shortly after Sitting Bull’s demise, over 200 of his fellow tribesmen 
were killed by the US Army in an event now known as the Wounded Knee Massacre. 

• Most of the dead were unarmed women and children who were encamped with their bands near 
Wounded Knee Creek. Details of what provoked the  massacre remain disputed, but the use of 
several “Hotchkiss” machine guns by the army made light work of the nearly defenseless Lakota. 
Despite the later revision of sympathies, in 1890 the army was hailed as heroes for so effectively 
ending the perceived threat from Indians in the West.  

• Even though the Drexel Mission Fight occurred the following day December 30, 1890, Wounded Knee 
is often considered the last major battle of the Indian Wars.    
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12.d- Describe the 1894 Pullman Strike as an example of 

industrial unrest

• In the late 1800s, The Pullman Palace Car Company was 
one of the largest manufacturers of passenger rail cars. Like 
some other large manufacturers, the Pullman company 
built housing and stores,  and in fact an entire “town” for its 
employees to live in. Among other advantages, this allowed 
them to recoup much of the wages they paid employees in 
rents from company-owned housing, and sales at company-
owned stores.

• Following a severe recession beginning in 1893, the 
Pullman Company drastically reduced wages for its 
employees but did not reduce rents or prices in company 
stores, leading many already impoverished workers into 
sheer desperation. A newly created union for railroad 
workers (American Railway Union) organized a boycott of 
Pullman cars, in an effort to force the company to negotiate 
with its workers. 



12.d- Describe the 1894 Pullman Strike as an example of 

industrial unrest.

• Over the course of several days, the strike grew to affect 
125,000 railroad workers in 26 states. To enforce the boycott, 
the workers walked off the job rather than handle Pullman cars, 
bringing the nation’s rail commerce to a grinding halt. The 
Pullman Company and other railroad  industry owners refused 
to budge and hired strikebreakers, which caused even more 
outrage among ARU supporters.  

• Finally the federal government intervened to end the strike by 
ordering US mail cars to be paired with the boycotted Pullmans, 
so that workers who refused to handle the cars could be 
charged with interfering with the mail- then as now, a serious 
federal offense. The strike was effectively broken, and having 
already been replaced many of the striking workers were unable 
to get their jobs back.



12.d- Describe the 1894 Pullman Strike as an example of 

industrial unrest.

• The outcome of the Pullman Strike illustrated the ongoing 
difficulties faced by the labor movement in this era.  One notable 
difficulty highlighted by the Pullman affair was the problems 
associated with organizing “industrial” unions- that is, a union 
that represented all workers (skilled and unskilled) for an entire 
industry. The ARU had aspirations for top-to-bottom organization 
of railroad workers. This type of union was the most strongly 
feared and resisted by business interests. The Pullman strike also 
reiterated the willingness of government to intervene in serious 
labor disputes on behalf of business. The strike did, however, 
garner some sympathy for labor from the public-at-large over 
exploitative practices like those of the Pullman Company.             
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