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THE STUDENT WILL EXPLAIN THE 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GROWING NORTH-

SOUTH DIVISIONS AND WESTWARD 

EXPANSION 



8.a- Explain how slavery became a significant issue in 

American politics; include the slave rebellion of Nat Turner 

and the rise of abolitionism (William Lloyd Garrison, 

Frederick Douglass, and the Grimke sisters)

 Throughout the first half of the 19th century, slavery became an 

increasingly divisive issue in American politics. 

 Compromises between northern and southern interests at the 

Constitutional Convention, and again at the admittance of 

Missouri in 1820, temporarily calmed tensions, but the growth 

of the abolition movement in the 1830s helped to bring the 

slavery issue back to the center of political debate.     
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Nat Turner’s Rebellion

 Nat Turner was a slave in Southampton 
County, Virginia. 

 Believed that God had chosen him to 
free the slaves.

 In 1831, he led an uprising in which he 
killed his owner and 60 other whites 
before being captured.    

 In pursuit of Nat, the white bounty 
hunters killed 100 slaves trying to 
capture Nat and his followers

 Significance:  following this slave 
uprising some southern states passed 
stricter slave “codes” or laws. This was 
looked down upon by Abolitionists in 
the North. Widening the difference 
between the North and South regions.  
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Abolitionism
 Although an anti-slavery movement had been established 

from the beginning of the United States, the 1820s and 1830s 

saw a significant growth in the movement, and a decidedly 

more confrontational rhetoric. Gradualist theories gave way 

to calls for an immediate end (abolition) to slavery. 

 The new fervor of the abolitionist movement was informed in 

large part by the religious revivalism then sweeping the 

nation. The Second Great Awakening, with its general focus 

on salvation by the repenting of sins, translated into calls for 

social reforms. Abolitionists saw slavery as evil- a sin that 

needed to be purged.   

 One of the first well known abolitionists was a free African-

American from North Carolina, David Walker. Walker 

advocated an immediate end to slavery by whatever means 

necessary, including violent rebellion.  
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William Lloyd Garrison
 William Lloyd Garrison was one 

of the earliest and most vocal 
proponents of abolition, and is 
credited for helping to turn 
abolition into a large national 
movement. 

 In 1831 Garrison began 
publishing an abolitionist 
newspaper in Boston, The 
Liberator. Initially seen as 
extremists, Garrison’s newspaper 
highlighted the evils of slavery 
and helped to change people’s 
minds about ending slavery 
altogether.

 Garrison helped to organize the 
American Anti-Slavery Society, 
which by 1838 had 1350 
chapters and an estimated 
250,000 members. 
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Frederick Douglass
 Free African- Americans in 

the north also contributed 
to the growing abolitionist 
movement. Among the 
best known was Frederick 
Douglass, a self-educated 
escaped slave, who 
published a narrative of 
his life in 1845. This first-
hand account of the 
horrors and injustice of 
slavery was invaluable to 
the abolitionist movement 
and helped to convince 
many of the necessity of 
abolition. 

 A powerful and eloquent 
orator, Douglass also 
embarked on numerous 
speaking tours to spread 
the abolitionist message.
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Sarah and Angelina 

Grimke
 Although very few in number, there 

were a handful of abolitionists from the 
South. Among the best known were the 
Grimke sisters, who grew up in a 
wealthy slaveholding family in 
Charleston, SC. 

 Despite the source of their family’s 
wealth, the Grimke sisters found slavery 
abhorrent from an early age. After a 
visit to Philadelphia, Sarah (who was 13 
years older than Angelina) converted to 
Quakerism. She soon  moved to 
Philadelphia and began to be active in 
abolitionist circles. Angelina later joined 
her older sister in the North and 
together they continued to promote 
abolitionism with the unique insight of 
their southern upbringing.    
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Pro and Anti-Abolitionist 

Posters
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8.b- Explain the Missouri Compromise and 

the issue of slavery  in western states and 

territories

 In 1819, Missouri submitted its application for statehood, with 

a Constitution that permitted slavery. This touched off a 

vigorous debate about the expansion of slavery into the 

western territories. 

 At the time there were equal numbers of slave and free 

states in the union, and the addition of Missouri as a slave 

state would have upset the balance in the Senate, giving 

the slave states a majority.

 A solution was reached when Maine, formerly a part of 

Massachusetts, entered the union as a free state, thus 

preserving an equal number of slave and free states in the 
Senate.

SSUSH8



8.b- Explain the Missouri Compromise and 

the issue of slavery  in western states and 

territories

 The compromise also included a provision to limit the future 

spread of slavery by using Missouri’s southern border (the 36°

30’ parallel) as a line to mark slavery’s potential expansion. 

 While some considered the Missouri Compromise a viable 

long-term solution, others, like John Quincy Adams- then 

Secretary of State saw the potential for future trouble over 

the slavery issue. Commenting on the Compromise, Adams 

wrote, “ I take it for granted that the present question is a 

mere preamble- a title page to a great tragic volume.”

SSUSH8



SSUSH8



8.c- Describe the Nullification Crisis and the emergence 

of states’ rights ideology; include the role of John C. 

Calhoun and the development of sectionalism

 The Nullification Crisis of 1832 erupted over the issue of tariffs. 

Tariffs (taxes on imports) had long been a contentious 

sectional issue in American politics. (Sectionalism describes the 

politics and tension between the “sections” of the country-

north and south- and increasingly, the idea that the interests 

of one’s section outweighed national interest, if at cross 

purposes. )  

 Tariffs in the U.S. were primarily introduced to protect 

American industry and products from cheaper foreign goods. 
While these protective tariffs encouraged American industry, 

the benefits were primarily to the Northern states- where most 

industry was located.
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8.c- Describe the Nullification Crisis and the emergence 

of states’ rights ideology; include the role of John C. 

Calhoun and the development of sectionalism

 The Deep South had little industry and still imported many 
manufactured goods from Britain and elsewhere. Because 

tariffs meant higher prices for goods, they were strongly 

opposed to tariffs. 

 South Carolina led the protest against higher tariffs passed in 

1832- which they referred to as the Tariff of Abominations-

countering with a resolution to nullify the federal law by 

effectively refusing to enforce it.

 President Andrew Jackson responded with the so-called Force 
Bill, which allowed him to use the military to enforce the 

federal law. Eventually a compromise was reached to reduce 

the tariff back to 1816 levels over the next decade. In spite, 

South Carolina then nullified the Force Bill, which Jackson 

simply ignored.
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Nullification and States’ 

Rights
 In 1798-99, the state legislatures of Virginia and Kentucky 

issued resolutions that challenged the supremacy of federal 

law by proposing the power of interposition (VA) and 

nullification (KY) in cases where federal law is found to be 

unconstitutional.

 The issue inspiring the resolutions was the Alien and Sedition 

Acts, passed by the Federalist-controlled government.   

 Secretly written by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison-

the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions made a bold, if 

theoretical statement about the relationship between the 

national government and the state governments. The 

resolutions argued that because the states existed prior to 

the Constitutional union, states had the right to supersede 

national authority if they found a federal law 

unconstitutional.
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Nullification and States’ 

Rights

 When nullification was invoked in the 1832 crisis over the 

tariff, it set a precedent that would be used again in the 

lead up to the Civil War- only then South Carolina took the 

theory a step further by seceding (withdrawing) from the 

union of states.

 States’ rights would continue to be a central issue in 

American politics even long after the Civil War. During the 

Civil Rights era in the 1950s and 1960s, many southern 

states claimed states’ rights theories to justify the 

continuation of segregation.  
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John C. Calhoun
 The man behind much of South 

Carolina’s secessionist rhetoric 
during the nullification crisis was 
John C. Calhoun, a long-time 
congressman, secretary of state, 
and twice vice president. 

 In many ways, Calhoun took the 
lead in arguing for states’ rights, and 
his uncompromising “all or nothing” 
politics regarding slavery and other 
issues set the stage for Civil War. 
Calhoun was ardently pro-slavery-
he introduced gag orders in 
Congress- rules that prevented any 
discussion of the issue of slavery in 
House debate.

 Although Calhoun died in 1850, he 
helped to increase tensions 
between north and south that 
echoed right up to the Civil War.  
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Development of Sectionalism

 Sectionalism is defined as loyalty to the interests of 
one's own region or section of the country, rather 
than to the country as a whole. 

 Sectionalism in the U.S.  increased steadily 1800–1860.

 The North, without slavery, industrialized, urbanized 
and built prosperous farms.

 The South concentrated on plantation agriculture 
based on slave labor, together with subsistence 
farming for the poor whites. 
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8.d- Describe the War with Mexico and the 

Wilmot Proviso

 In many ways, the Mexican War (1846-48) can be 

seen as the realization and culmination of 

Manifest Destiny- (the idea that the United States 

was destined by providence to extend its culture 

and people from coast to coast.)

 The aftermath of the Mexican War, and 

especially the issue of the expansion of slavery 

into lands gained from Mexico, would be a 

primary reason leading to the Civil War.
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Texas

 After Mexico gained its independence in 1821, they 

continued a policy of encouraging settlement into its 

less populated areas by offering large land grants to 

those who would agree to bring a number of settlers. 

 Some Americans, mostly from the South, established 

settlements in Texas, and by the 1830s- had attracted 

thousands of American settlers to Texas. 

 These American settlers clashed with Mexican 

authority over policies that restricted their contact 

and commerce with the United States, and in 1836 a 

war erupted between the American Texans and 

Mexico. 
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The battle of the Alamo
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The Battle of the Alamo
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Texas
 After a series of engagements- including the famous 

stand at the Alamo- the Texas army was able to 

deliver a crushing defeat to the Mexican army at the 

Battle of San Jacinto. Texas declared itself an 

independent republic, and although the Mexican 

government never recognized that claim, they were 

unable to take further military action against the 

Texans.

 The Texas settlers expected to be annexed into the 

United States, but the Northern politicians were 

opposed to it and blocked the measure.

 Texas remained its own country until 1845 when the 

United States annexed Texas. This event would 

become the primary reason for the Mexican War, 

which began in 1846.     
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Mexican War 1846-1848

 Predictably, after the annexation of Texas relations between 

The United States and Mexico deteriorated rapidly. President 

James K. Polk dispatched a force to an area claimed by both 

Texas and Mexico, between the Nueces and Rio Grande Rivers.

 Polk could then claim that the Mexicans attacked the 

American force on U.S. soil. This dubious justification for war led 

some to derisively call it “Mr. Polk’s War.” Others claimed it was 
nothing more than an attempt to continue the expansion of 

slavery into lands that would be gained from Mexico.

 Despite these charges, the war with Mexico had broad public 

support.  75,000 men answered the call for volunteers to muster 

an army. 

 The United States forces captured Santa Fe and much of 
California in 1846. The following year a large invasion force 

landed at Veracruz, and marched to Mexico City- crushing the 
Mexican defenses.   
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Mexican War 1846-1848
 The 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo forced the Mexicans to 

cede a huge area of its northern territory- the present states of 

Texas, California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, and 

parts of Colorado and Wyoming. The United States agreed to 

pay $15 million and assume Mexican debts to the United States-

another $3.5 million.
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Mexican War 1846-1848

 Many saw the addition of this territory as a fulfillment of 

Manifest Destiny- the idea that the United States was 

destined to control the continent from sea to sea. 

 The addition of these lands would also reopen the 

question of the expansion of slavery.  Controversy 

exploded immediately over the Wilmot Proviso- an 

amendment to a Congressional bill that attempted to 

prevent slavery in the lands gained from Mexico.  It would 

take anther major sectional political battle to settle the 

issue, producing the highly divisive Compromise of 1850 as 

California sought admission as a free state.

SSUSH8



8.e- Explain the Compromise of 1850

 The Wilmot Proviso- which attempted to prevent slavery in lands 

gained from the Mexican War, reopened the heated debate 

about the expansion of slavery. Proposed by Congressman David 

Wilmot of Pennsylvania.

 Tensions between North and South reached a fever pitch when 

California sought admission as a free state in 1850. The 

Compromise of 1850 attempted to solve the issue. Its major 

components were:

1. California admitted as a free state

2. Popular sovereignty would determine the issue of slavery in the 

remainder of the Mexican cession

3. An agreement to the Texas/New Mexico border issue

4. A ban on the slave trade, but not slavery itself, in Washington 

D.C.

5. Strict enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Act- which attempted to 

compel citizens to act to return escaped slaves to their owners. 
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8.e- Explain the Compromise of 1850

 The compromise of 1850 temporarily eased North/South 

tension, but events of the 1850s would push the two sides 

towards civil war. 
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