


Standard

• SSWH18 The student will demonstrate an understanding 
of the global political, economic, and social impact of 
World War II. 

• a. Describe the major conflicts and outcomes; include Pearl 
Harbor, El-Alamein, Stalingrad, D-Day, Guadalcanal, the 
Philippines, and the end of the war in Europe and Asia. 

• b. Identify Nazi ideology, policies, and consequences that led 
to the Holocaust. 

• c. Explain the military and diplomatic negotiations between 
the leaders of Great Britain (Churchill), the Soviet Union 
(Stalin), and the United States (Roosevelt/Truman) from 
Teheran to Yalta and Potsdam and the impact on the nations 
of Eastern Europe. 

• d. Explain allied Post-World War II policies; include formation 
of the United Nations, the Marshall Plan for Europe, and 
MacArthur’s plan for Japan. 



Causes of War in Europe

• Failure of the Treaty of Versailles to bring 

lasting peace.

– Germany felt it was unfair, punished them.

• Dictators in Germany, Japan, and Italy 

promoted fanatical national pride, called 

fascism.

• Terrible worldwide depression

– Hit Germany especially hard because of WWI 

war reparations.



Causes of War in Europe

• Fascist and Nazi aggression, and the 

failure of the League of Nations to act.

– Europe

• 1935 Mussolini invaded Ethiopia.

• 1936 Hitler took Rhineland.

• 1938 annexed Austria, appeasement – Hitler 

got Sudetanland (part of Czech.)

• 1939 Hitler took the rest, and invaded 

Poland.

– Britain and France declared war two days later.



Japanese Aggression leads to war 

in Asia…

• 1931 – Japan invaded Manchuria.
– US issued the Stimson Doctrine – refused to 

recognize territory taken by force.

• 1933 – League condemned Japanese 
aggression, Japan withdrew from League.

• 1936 – Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis

• 1937 – Japan invaded mainland China –
this was the beginning of WW II in Asia (two 
years before it began in Europe.)



Japanese Aggression

• 1937 – Japan bombed and sank an American 
gunboat (Panay) and attacked three Standard Oil 
tankers.
– Apologized and paid reparations
– Private boycott of Japanese goods

• 1940 – Tripartite Pact with Germany and Italy 
pledging to declare war on any nation that declared 
war on them.

• 1941 – Japan signed non-aggression pact with 
Soviets, and established a protectorate over all of 
French Indochina.
– FDR froze Japanese assets, put an embargo on oil to 

Japan, put armed forces of Philippines under command of 
MacArthur.  

• 1941 – Japan attacked Pearl Harbor.



Pearl Harbor

• Just before 8 on the morning of December 7, 
1941, hundreds of Japanese fighter planes 
attacked the American naval base at Pearl 
Harbor near Honolulu, Hawaii. 



Pearl Harbor
• The barrage lasted just two hours, but it was 

devastating: 
– The Japanese managed to destroy nearly 20 American 

naval vessels, including eight enormous battleships, and 
almost 200 airplanes. 

– More than 2,000 Americans soldiers and sailors died in 
the attack, and another 1,000 were wounded. 

http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history/videos/uss-arizona-under-attack-at-pearl-harbor
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history/videos/uss-arizona-under-attack-at-pearl-harbor
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history/videos/uss-arizona-under-attack-at-pearl-harbor
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history/videos/uss-arizona-under-attack-at-pearl-harbor


Pearl Harbor

• The day after the 

assault, President 

Franklin D. 

Roosevelt asked 

Congress to declare 

war on Japan

– Congress approved 

his declaration with 

just one dissenting 

vote. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJZLc5_l-_Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJZLc5_l-_Q


Pearl Harbor

• Three days later, Japanese allies 

Germany and Italy also declared war 

on the United States, and again 

Congress reciprocated. 



El-Alamein

• El-Alamein (NORTH AFRICA) - site of two 
major battles between British and Axis forces 
in 1942 

• First battle was not entirely an Allied 
success, but the Germans were prevented 
from taking the Suez.

• Second was a decisive victory for the British.

– German and Italian forces began a headlong 
retreat westwards that ended with their 
surrender in Tunisia in May 1943.

• Turning point in the war.



El-Alamein

• Crucial east-
west corridor 
- vital 
defensive line 
held by the 
British army.

• German 
forces wanted 
to  capture 
the Suez 
Canal.



1st Battle 

German Commander
Field Marshal Erwin Rommel

British Commander
Gen. Claude Auchinleck



1st Battle

• Rommel (Desert Fox) -
commander of Axis 
forces in Libya.  His 
forces were to seize the 
Suez Canal. (January 
1942)

• Destroyed most of the 
British tank force, took 
Tobruk, and moved 
eastward into Egypt.

• Reached the British 
defenses at El-Alamein 
on June 30, 1942.



1st Battle

• Turned into a battle of 
attrition, with each side 
attacking the other.

• By mid-July Rommel 
was still at El-Alamein, 
blocked, and had even 
been thrown on the 
defensive, thus ending 
the first engagement. 

• The British had stopped 
his drive to overrun 
Egypt and seize the 
canal.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1stAlameinBritDefense.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1stAlameinBritDefense.jpg


2nd Battle

• Both sides built up their 
forces 

• Easier for the British to 
reinforce their army 
because of secure routes 
through the Med.

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/2_Battle_of_El_Alamein_001.png
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/2_Battle_of_El_Alamein_001.png


2nd Battle

• Gen. Bernard L. Montgomery 
was named his field commander. 

• On Oct. 23, 1942, the British 
Eighth Army started a 
devastating attack from El-
Alamein.

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/50/El_Alamein_barrage_general_view.jpg
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2nd Battle

• Rommel’s forces(vastly 
outnumbered) managed to 
contain the British attacks, 
but these battles of 
attrition left them fatally 
weakened. 

• Germans retreated in Nov. 
and British pushed them 
back to Libya, and 
eventually out of N.Africa.



Outcome of Battle of El-Alamein

• The Second Battle of El-Alamein pushed all German 
forces out of North Africa and opened up the way 
for the Invasion of Sicily and Italy



Stalingrad

• Winter of 1942 to 1943. 

• Why?

– To secure the oil fields in the 
Caucasus

– Communications center and 
lots of manufacturing



Stalingrad

• Sept. 1942 – Germans 
in the suburbs of the 
city.

• City named for Stalin –
must make extra effort 
to hold it.

– Loss of city = loss of 
morale

– Weakened by blitzkrieg



Stalingrad

• Can’t let Germans get the oil 
fields or take Stalin’s city!

• Stalin’s order was "Not a 
step backwards“.



Stalingrad

• One of the most brutal 
battles of the war.

• Individual streets were fought 
over using hand-to-hand 
combat. 

• The Germans took a great 
deal of the city but they failed 
to fully assert their authority. 

• Areas captured by the 
Germans during the day, were 
re-taken by the Russians at 
night.



Stalingrad
• German disaster. 

– A complete army group was lost at Stalingrad and 
91,000 Germans were taken prisoner.

– Massive loss of manpower and equipment, couldn’t 
cope with the Russian advance to Germany when it 
came.

http://ww2today.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/stalingrad-german-pow.jpeg
http://ww2today.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/stalingrad-german-pow.jpeg


Stalingrad

• Hitler furious!

• Ordered  a day of national 
mourning in Germany, not for the 
men lost at the battle, but for the 
shame brought Germany. 

• General who led the operation was 
stripped of his rank to emphasize 
Hitler’s anger with him. 

• Hitler commented:

• "The God of War has gone over to 
the other side.”



Outcome

• The battle bled the 
German army dry 
in Russia and the 
Germany Army 
was in full retreat.

• Stalingrad became 
a major turning 
point in the war in 
Europe as the 
Germans never 
fully recovered 
from their defeat.



D-Day
Operation Overlord    

• June 6, 1944, 160,000 Allied troops landed along a 50-
mile stretch of heavily-fortified French coastline to fight 
Nazi Germany on the beaches of Normandy, France. 

http://www.history.com/topics/d-day/videos
http://www.history.com/topics/d-day/videos


• General Dwight D. Eisenhower called the 
operation a crusade in which                         
“we will accept nothing less than full victory.” 





• More than 5,000 Ships and 13,000 aircraft 
supported the D-Day invasion, and by day’s end on 
June 6, the Allies gained a foot-hold in Normandy. 



Invasion Stripes



Beginning of the 

End

• Huge loss of life
– Over 9,000 Allied soldiers killed or wounded

• Over 100,000 soldiers began the march across 
Europe to defeat Hitler.

• D-Day forced the Germans to fight a two front 
war again just as they had in WWI. Yet again the 
Germans could not handle war on both sides of 
them. 

• Reinforcements for the Allies arrived, and they 
shortly captured the French port of Cherbourg. 
After that day, the Germans began to retreat. By 
late August (1944)  Paris had been liberated. 



Battle of the Bulge

• The German troops advanced 50 miles into 
Allied lines creating the “bulge.” 

• Jan. 1945 Germany was defeated in the 
Battle of the Bulge and retreated because of 
Allied resistance and shortage of supplies.

• In March 1945 US troops crossed the Rhine 
and German troops retreated further. 

• April 30 - Hitler committed suicide.

• May 7th, 1945 (V-E Day) – War in Europe was  
officially over. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8a8fqGpHgsk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8a8fqGpHgsk


• Operation Overlord (D-Day invasion) was the 
turning point in the war.

• Soviet Union probably would have fallen to the 
Germans. 

• The world would be a different place.

Outcome





Guadalcanal

• The U.S. 1st Marine Division began Operation 
Watchtower, the first U.S. offensive of the war.
– landed on Guadalcanal, one of the Solomon 

Islands.



Guadalcanal

• During the attack, American troops landed on 
five islands within the Solomon chain. 



Guadalcanal
• US Marines took the 

airfield.

• Australian and New Zealand 
forces fought with the 
Marines.

• Some of the bloodiest 
fighting of the war.

• Turned to hand-to-hand 
combat.

• The Japanese slipped away 
undetected during the 
night. 



Outcome
• Protected the Australian supply line.

• Gave the Americans a huge confidence boost.

• The United States was able to start  “island 
hopping” toward Japan.



The Philippines
• Dec. 8, 1941: Japanese bomb 

the Philippines, destroying 
many aircraft at Clark Field

• March 1942: Japanese 
strengthen attacks

• March 12, 1942: Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur evacuated to 
Australia from Corregidor

• Bataan is captured and Death 
March began

• Surrender of Corregidor 
finalized the Japanese victory 
over the Philippines

"I came 
through 
and I shall 
return." 

Bataan 
Death 
March

Surrender 
of 
Corregidor 



The Philippines: Battle of Leyte Gulf

• Air and sea battle to get 
the Philippines back from 
the Japanese – Oct. 1944

• Decisive because it destroyed a lot of the 
Japanese fleet – made it hard for them to move 
resources to the home islands.



The Philippines

• October 1944: MacArthur returned – went 
ashore at Leyte (southern Philippines). 

• Made it possible for Americans to reach 
Japan.



End of War in Japan (V-J Day)

• August 6, 1945 
– Hiroshima (site of large army base)
– 140,000 killed in the blast or within a few months
– Thousands survived with radiation and burns
– 90% of buildings destroyed

• August 9, 1945
– Nagasaki

• August 14, 1945 terms of surrender accepted
• September 2, 1945 formal surrender signed 

on the USS Missouri



Nazi Ideology



Standard

• SSWH18 The student will 
demonstrate an understanding of the 
global political, economic, and social 
impact of World War II. 

• b. Identify Nazi ideology, policies, and 
consequences that led to the Holocaust. 



Nazi Ideology

• Under this ideology
– Nazis dissolved German democracy
– militarized the national economy
– restricted freedom of speech and civil rights 
– persecuted racial and social minorities
– instigated a world war. 

• These measures were motivated and justified by 
an ideology developed and promoted by Hitler 
and other leading Nazis.

• This ideology was called National Socialism, 
better known as Nazism.

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/33/Flag_Schutzstaffel.svg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/33/Flag_Schutzstaffel.svg


Nazi Ideology

• Not an international movement
• Designed to restore German economic and 

military supremacy

• Based on 2 documents
– NSDAP’s ’25 Points’ or the National Socialist 

Program 
– Mein Kamph

• Hitler was free to interpret or 
re-invent the ideology as he saw 
fit.

http://books.google.com/books?id=mQ2An8hFkNQC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0
http://books.google.com/books?id=mQ2An8hFkNQC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0


Nazism

• Nazism: The ideology and practice of the 
Nazis, especially the policy of racist 
nationalism, national expansion, and state 
control of the economy.



Racial Policy

• Set of policies and 
laws implemented by 
Nazi Germany
– asserted the 

superiority of the 
"Aryan race“

– based on a specific 
racist doctrine which 
claimed scientific 
legitimacy.



Racial Policy

• Claimed that "Aryans" 
had been responsible 
for all advances in 
civilization and 
morality in world 
history, and that 
Jews wanted to 
destroy it.



Racial Policy

• believed they could 
purify the German 
population by 
eliminating the 
Untermensch or "sub-
humans“.

• This eventually led to 
what is known as the 
Holocaust.



Racial Policy

• Targeted Jews, Gypsies, homosexuals 
and handicapped people, who were 
labeled as "inferior.”



Holocaust

• The systematic mass slaughter of 
European Jews in Nazi concentration 
camps during World War II.



More than 6 million Jews and a like number of 
non-Jews were killed. Millions more emerged 

with major injuries and horrific memories.



The Military and Diplomatic Negotiations



Standard

• SSWH18 The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the global political, 
economic, and social impact of World War II. 

• c. Explain the military and diplomatic 
negotiations between the leaders of Great 
Britain (Churchill), the Soviet Union (Stalin), 
and the United States (Roosevelt/Truman) 
from Teheran to Yalta and Potsdam and the 
impact on the nations of Eastern Europe. 



Atlantic Charter - August 1941

• In July 1941, Roosevelt and Churchill met for the first time off the coast of 
Newfoundland, to issue a joint declaration on the purposes of the war 
against fascism.

• Secret meeting
• Agree on peace objectives for end of war
• Self-determination, no territorial expansion, free trade



Casablanca - 1943

• FDR and Churchill
• Agreed to invade Sicily and demand “unconditional 

surrender” from Axis powers
• Made Stalin nervous because he wasn’t included
• Delay second front – Soviets being slaughtered



Teheran - 1943

• First meeting of the BIG THREE – FDR, Churchill and Stalin

• Agreed Britain and America would begin drive to liberate 
France in Spring ’44

• Soviets would invade Germany and eventually join war against 
Japan



Yalta – Feb. 1945

• Big Three met on Black Sea to discuss what would happen after 
victory in Europe
– Germany divided into occupation zones
– Free elections in liberated countries of Eastern Europe
– Soviets to enter war against Japan
– UN to be formed at conference in San Francisco



Potsdam – July 1945

• New Big Three – Stalin, Truman (replaced FDR who 
died) , and Atlee (replaced Churchill who lost power)

• Warn Japan to surrender or face utter destruction (we 
have tested the bomb and are ready to use it)

• Agree to  hold war crime trials of Nazi leaders



Standard

• SSWH18 The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of the global political, 
economic, and social impact of World War II. 

• d. Explain allied Post-World War II policies; 
include formation of the United Nations, the 
Marshall Plan for Europe, and MacArthur’s 
plan for Japan. 



Postwar Territorial Divisions 

• Postwar occupation and territorial division – show 
division/hard feelings between US and Soviets. 
– Soviets- eastern section of Germany

– US, Britain, & France- western section of Germany

– Berlin- (deep within Soviet controlled Eastern Germany) –
controlled by all four powers 

• Due to tension, no peace treaty was signed with 
Germany

• In 1946, Churchill proclaimed an “iron curtain” had 
come down in Europe separating the Soviet Union 
and Poland from democratic & capitalistic Western 
Europe 





The United Nations 
• Similar to the League 

of Nations (WWI)

– League ended as WW II 
started (failed to 
prevent war). 

• A new international  
organization dedicated 
to keeping world peace



The United Nations 
• 50 nations met in San Francisco and worked out 

a charter. (1945)

• Dedicated to maintaining international peace & 
security and promoting friendly relations 

– Tried to handle Cold War issues.



Marshall Plan 

• U.S. Plan to rebuild 
European economies  
through capitalism and 
cooperation.
– Europe was devastated 

– Millions killed or 
wounded 

– Industrial and residential 
centers throughout 
Europe lay in ruins.

– Famine

– Transportation  was in 
shambles.

• The only major power in 
the world that was not 
significantly damaged 
was the United States.



Marshall Plan 

• European nations received 
nearly $13 billion in aid

• At first: shipments of food, 
staples, fuel and 
machinery from the U.S. 

• Later: investments in 
industry in Europe.

• Marshall Plan funding 
ended in 1951.



Results
• Assisted in European recovery.
• 1948-52 unprecedented 

economic growth in Western 
Europe.

• Trade relations led to 
formation of North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (for 
mutual defense).

• Economic prosperity led by 
coal and steel industries 
helped to shape what we 
know now as the European 
Union. 



Macarthur’s Plan for Japan

• Accepted the Japanese surrender on the USS Missouri on 
2 September 1945.

• Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers (SCAP) in 
Japan.
– MacArthur and his staff helped Japan rebuild itself, institute 

democratic government, and chart a new course that 
ultimately made Japan one of the world's leading industrial 
powers.

• The U.S. was firmly in control of Japan to oversee its 
reconstruction, and MacArthur was effectively the 
interim leader of Japan from 1945 until 1948. 

• In 1946, MacArthur's staff drafted a new constitution 
that renounced war and stripped the Emperor of his 
military authority.



Macarthur’s Plan for Japan
• Constitution:

– Emperor acted only on the advice 
of his ministers. 

– outlawed war as an instrument of 
state policy

– could not maintain a standing 
army. 

– allowed women to vote, 
guaranteed human rights, 
outlawed racial discrimination, 
strengthened the powers of 
Parliament and the Cabinet, and 
decentralized the police and local 
government



Macarthur’s Plan for Japan

• 1949 – 1951
• Macarthur oversaw the occupation of Japan from 

1945-1951.  (He headed up UN troops in Korean 
War until relieved by Truman in 1951)

• The San Francisco Peace Treaty, signed in 1951, 
marked the end of the Allied occupation, and when 
it went into effect in 1952

• Japan was once again an independent state. 
• The Japanese gave him the nickname Gaijin 

Shogun "foreign military ruler“ around the time of 
his death in 1964. 


