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Tragic Hero – Luke Skywalker 
The popular Star Wars series contains many similarities with Sophocles Opedial trilogy or the ancient myth 
itself.  The central character Luke Skywalker, is compelled by destiny and a burning inner desire to become a 
member of the ancient but dying order of Jedi Knights.  In the tradition of ancient Greek tragedy the conflict 
Luke is engrossed in is a war of good vs evil as he becomes a member of the Rebel forces battling the powerful 
and relentless forces of the Empire. To do so he must journey to a far off mysterious planet to gain the 
wisdom of the ancient Yoda (a parallel to the oracle of Apollo) who teaches him the secret of the "Force"-- a 
universal energy something akin perhaps to the stoic notion of the "Logos".  Soon he finds himself on a 
mission to save a Princess belonging to the old, and presumably legitimate, royal family who has fallen into the 
hands of the Empire and the notorious Darth Vader. Luke does rescue the princess and soon falls in love with 
her only to find later that he is her brother.  Likewise, throughout the film Darth Vader has a strange 
preoccupation with the fledgling knight and seems to have a premonition that he will perhaps be the one who 
will precipitate his death (paralleled with Laius in Oedipus Rex). In a dramatic duel to the death with Darth 
Vader Luke later discovers that his arch nemesis is none other than his father himself.  While our modern day 
Oedipus may be able to avoid breaking the incestuous taboo Darth Vader does die in the duel--the riddle of 
the Sphinx being perhaps none other than the mystery of his life itself.     

 

Do the following: 

 
1. Compare and Contrast Luke Skywalker and Oedipus. (Note: Take in consideration the 

attributes of the tragic hero. Include: character/personality traits, relationships with 
other characters, internal struggles, trials, etc…). 

2. How was Luke Skywalker’s quest for the truth similar/different to that of Oedipus’? 
3. Name at least three themes that can be found in Return of the Jedi? How do they 

compare with Oedipus? 
4. Choose one of the themes named in question 2 and explain its development throughout 

the movie. 
5. How were the relationships between the main characters in Return of the Jedi similar to 

those in the Oedipus Rex story?    
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