
The United Kingdom: The Next Five Years 

The United Kingdom is a strong nation in many ways. Its culture of political 

stability and democracy under the rule of law, while from a Western perspective may be 

easily taken for granted, is actually quite rare among all the nations of the world, and it 

has a rather uncommon combination of industrialization and development combined 

with an abundance of natural resources. However, the United Kingdom is facing 

challenges in a different area; as immigration increases, especially from culturally 

distinct places like India and the Middle East, there have been increasing tensions 

between these newcomers and some Britons. This reflects a larger European trend: as 

birthrates decline for majority populations in the West while immigrants tend to have 

much greater fertility rates, there have been fears that Western culture will slowly be 

replaced or at least diluted by the influx of people from many different backgrounds and 

societies. This problem is exacerbated by the declining role of traditional culture in 

many Britons’ lives, with more and more Anglo-Saxon Britons leaving the Christian 

faith while “foreign” religions like Islam are growing due to immigration and relatively 

higher birth rates. This has led Great Britain to distance itself from the rest of Europe, as 

it has in the past, to better control its immigration; for example, the UK is not part of the 

Schengen Area of open borders that most of the EU belongs to. As immigration 

continues to increase and rightist movements continue to grow to challenge it, the issue 

of the changing definition of what it means to be British in the face of large numbers of 

immigrants will be the crux of the larger debate over British identity, both with respect 

to to what extent the UK should belong to the European Union and with respect to the 



component countries of the United Kingdom, which will be the greatest challenge facing 

the UK as it transforms into a more multicultural state over the next five years. 


