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Assertion: Iran 

Currently in society, Iran runs one of the largest nuclear power programs, and the 

developments to the program will affect the country politically, socially, and economically. As 

Iran and Western countries seek to negotiate peace in regards to the nuclear developments, Iran 

remains aloof in their position politically. While the nuclear developments yield economic 

benefit, the possibility of economic sanctions will influence the course of action will change the 

economy because the allocation of resources will change accordingly. Politically, the 

international relations with Iraq will grow as the relation with the Western countries is dependent 

on the nuclear talks. Economically, the control over oil will allow Iran to maintain prosperity and 

assert political power while nuclear energy will become the primary source of energy. Socially, 

the decisions of political leaders will yield backlash either internally or externally. The biggest 

challenge for Iran over the next five years is handling the development of the nuclear programs.  

 

The international affairs of Iran will lead to a growing relationship with Iraq meanwhile 

the relationship with the Western countries will remain shaky. According to the leader of Iraq in 

a recent interview, he stated, "Iran has played “a very positive role” in helping Iraq in the fight 

against ISIL." ("Iraq Tells U.S.: We Are 'comfortable' with Iran's Help against Terrorists - 

Tehran Times." 3). Iran and Iraq will be united militaristically and culturally. The relationship 

between Iran and Iraq is expected to grow and develop in the next five years. The relationship of 

Iran and Western countries is heavily dependent on the negotiations of the nuclear talks. If 
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nuclear developments are slowed down from the nuclear talks, the relations will grow because of 

the peace agreement and economic incentive speculated in the nuclear talks. If the nuclear talks 

are not successful, then the tension remains and conflict will ensue. Over the next five years, the 

relations of Iran with Iraq will grow while the nuclear talks will determine the development of 

the affairs between Iran and Western countries.  

 

The economy of Iran is expected to grow because of the labor force, control of oil, trade 

with Iraq, but the decision of the nuclear talks will determine the effects on international trade 

and domestic production. Currently because the majority of the populations is in working age 

range of 24-55, the next five years will increase the production and improve the economy while 

researching new technological improvements. Iran is developing nuclear energy, and according 

to officials, Iran will, "Plans to produce 20,000 MWh” ("Iran Plans to Produce 20,000 MW of 

Nuclear Power by 2020." 1). Therefore, energy developments will occur and become the primary 

source of energy as the oil resources are used for profit. Furthermore, the relationship between 

Iran and Iraq will improve because of the increased trade seen within the last eight years. The 

volume of trade has increased from $1.2 billion to over $12 billion. Next, the decision of the 

nuclear talks remains an important thought in the development of the economy. If peace is 

negotiated, Iran is expected to experience significant growth from foreign investors because 

there is a large abundance of natural resources and advanced technology that have been 

developed for the nuclear programs. If peace is not negotiated, then the domestic production of 

nuclear energy and weaponry will continue and may produce faster in case of retaliation. 

Economic growth is expected, but the source of growth either domestic or internationally will be 

determined on the peace talks. 
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Socially, the decisions Iran chooses will have social backlash either internally or 

externally. Based on current information, Iran remains vague on their stance to maintain a neutral 

position to evaluate the situation. Internally, the leader and officials are conflicted because 

halting the nuclear developments diverges from the initial goal. Externally, the word awaits a 

decision and will respond accordingly. The social developments remain unknown.  

 

Iran faces the challenge of pursuing the nuclear developments for domestic growth or 

opening to the Western countries. Political and social conflict will arise as the economy further 

grows. The next five years in Iran will be determining whether to pursue foreign relationships 

with the west but sacrificing the nuclear developments or maintaining current plans to the 

program, which affects the political scene accordingly.  
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