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Strengths- 

1. Realism 

The United Kingdom mainly founds it efforts and actions in the interest of the welfare of the 

state and has been practicing such a principle since the early colonial era. As a result of these 

founding principles the United Kingdom expanded it Empire to a global scale inspiring a cultural 

hegemony which would secure itself as a superpower even after the reduction of its Empire 

during the early 20th Century. The World Wars demonstrated The United Kingdoms realistic 

perspective on expansionism even though it was the smallest of countries as far as land area 

retained. 

2. A Modern Country 

The United Kingdom is often one of if not the forefront of Modernization with regard to many 

different aspects of its culture. For this strength, it mainly applies to capital investments of the 

United Kingdom. For example, the United Kingdom was the origin state for the industrial 

revolution. A more economically focused example, with the expansion of the early colonial 

empire of the United Kingdom, the government and business firms that were implicated in such 

undertakings relied upon mercantilism which mainly favored the central economy while still 

providing satisfactory supply to colonized or influenced areas. 

3. Activism: Animal Welfare, Concern Groups, Environment… 

The United Kingdom and its culture often times has stood at what is considered the most 

forward thinking principles of the time. The people often times having a more liberal mindset 

towards matters government welfare and civil rights but in the instance of this strength they also 

retain a contemporary mindset. Activism, is particularly strong in the United Kingdom with more 

support resulting from its younger populations following the Second World War and During the 

Cold War 

 

 

Weakness-  

Although there is intention to renovate and infrastructure schemes are created there is little 

progress. However it is these very projects and infrastructures would increase their growth 

economically. Projects that deal with road construction and new public transportations like 



Crossrail and Thamslink, and energy infrastructure developments. Which will hopefully be 

implemented in 5 years. But very few have been completed. The root of the problem is there 

being an issue with completing these projects that would help infrastructure because the 

projects are stalled often. There currently is no insight as to why their being stalled but the 

Treasury spokesman concludes that it will take several years to complete. U.K. In a letter to 

U.K. Chancellor George Osborne "state of the economy" address – known as the Autumn 

Statement – on Thursday, CBI's Director-General John Cridland (Services to Business 

spokesman in the United Kingdom in 2013) called for a more "relentless" focus on infrastructure 

investment.  He believes more action on infrastructure is needed in the energy and aviation 

sectors in particular, and called for reforms to major infrastructure planning to "really push 

investment intentions in the private sector over the edge." 

Education is another weakness in the UK.  In a recent study of international students conducted 

by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), UK students ranked 

26 out 65 in math.  Furthermore, the British Education Minister, Michael Gove, has said that 

even though past governments have had good intentions involving education within the nation, 

Britain still falls behind the best performing school systems in the world.  These factors show 

that the Uk should should focus on educational reform, in hopes of creating a better system that 

will, in turn, effect UK citizens and economic situation.   

  

 

  

Opportunities – 

1.       European Union 

The European Union ensures integration of European states, providing political stability to its 

members including the UK. Because of this greater stability the United Kingdom is offered 

lowered trade cost. The country has lower tariffs when importing goods from other EU countries. 

This offers the public a wider range of goods in the market. Also, the open borders allow for job 

opportunities for UK citizens in other countries. Information is spread more easily between 

countries and the police and governments can work together to fight outside threats. 

2.       Immigration/Migration 

It has become cheaper and better for UK companies to export their labor forces through 

outsourcing. However, immigration allows for a more skilled work force and increase in labor 

forces, it also increases in real GDP. Equality and human rights commission allows refugees, 

especially in Eastern Europe, to travel to the UK. One of four freedoms is the right to free 

movement of the people. 

 3.       World Trade Organization 

Small businesses have the opportunities to trade with developing countries as subcontractors to 

larger businesses in developing countries. The UK has agreed to a program in technical 

assistance which allows them to assist developing countries and through this boost their own 

economy. 
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1.) Terrorism is always a threat for any country because it can come from so many different 

avenues. Terrorism can be internal, from those who have issues with how the government 

treats them or law they have so terrorists can be from inside the country as well as outside. 

Terrorism can also stem from other countries that have issues with the United Kingdom who 

disagree with things like their fiscal, foreign, or social policies.  

 

2.) European Union. The European Union is a threat to autonomy. Because of its membership 

in the EU, it is harder for the country to make decisions on its own, and  

 

 

 

Assertion: The biggest problem the UK will face over the next 

5 years is infrastructure. In five years the United Kingdom may be able to have an 

economic turnaround in terms of increasing their economic activity. Implementing a strong 

banking system would be only one factor of creating a better system, and another being 

rectifying the problems they have with credit supply or lack thereof. Although there may be 

some decline due to their currency most likely continuing to depreciate it helped in creating a 

form of spending binges. Which would cause the GDP to grow even more. Also in the future 

their OBR (Britain’s Office for Budget Responsibility) will be expectedly lower. Allowing for more 

money and focus to go towards their projects.  

 


